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NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT
Dated: 26 March 2009
US EXPERTS AGREE ON THE BEST SINGLE MALT WHISKY
In a crowded field of the world's top single malt Scotch whiskies, the cult single malt from a long-closed Islay distillery, Port Ellen™, was declared "Best Single Malt" at the San Francisco World Spirits Competition, which announced its 2009 results this week.

The accolade (accompanied by the award of a Double Gold medal) went to the 29 year old cask-strength bottling of Port Ellen, released last year from the owner's diminishing stocks. The distillery, on the southern coast of Islay, opened in the 1830s and closed in 1983, though its warehouses still exist today alongside the Port Ellen Maltings.
The annual releases of the irreplaceable Port Ellen are anxiously awaited by malt whisky connoisseurs and collectors, particularly those in love with complex smoky Hebridean whiskies. The 2008 release consists of only 6,660 bottles, with a recommended price of £180. Drawn from ever-dwindling stocks, the few rare bottles which are not pre-ordered sell out within days of reaching the retailers' shelves. Some retailers are already taking orders for the 2009 release, due this September.
An extremely limited single-cask bottling of Port Ellen, distilled in 1981, was on sale last year to visitors to the Islay Festival, in an edition of a mere 200 or so bottles. They are now selling on the internet for upwards of £2000.

The 29 year old Port Ellen that seduced the judges at San Francisco is the 8th release of this rare malt. It was one of a handful of limited cask-strength single malt whiskies released last September in Diageo's annual Special Releases series. Tasters described it as "elegant, compelling and mellow" with its characteristically powerful tar-smoky, almost antiseptic, notes playing alongside a spicy rich fruit palate.
As Scotland's leading Hebridean distiller, Diageo is also celebrating successes by its other island single malts at this year's San Francisco judging. Talisker™, the famous single malt from the Isle of Skye, won Double Gold medals for both its 10 year old expression and for its sophisticated Distillers Edition, where the single malt whisky has been double-matured in a second cask after the original maturation period (in this case in an Amoroso Sherry cask). And Lagavulin™, a close neighbour of the defunct Port Ellen distillery, won a Double Gold medal for its Distillers Edition, the much-praised double-matured expression emerging from a period in Pedro Ximenez cask wood. 
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Notes
The San Francisco World Spirits Competition ( http://www.sfspiritscomp.com  ), founded in 2000, is the first comprehensive, international spirits judging ever held in the United States on an annual basis. The judging panel consists of independent wine and spirit writers, sommeliers from leading East Coast and West Coast restaurants, and bar owners and mixologists.
See also www.malts.com 
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