STORY ANGLES

A Childhood in Bohemia and the Flight to the West

By Erika Storey
New English Edition & First German Translation

INTRODUCTION

This document provides journalists, editors, and reviewers with multiple angles for
covering A Childhood in Bohemia and the Flight to the West. Each angle offers a unique
entry point into this important story, tailored to different editorial focuses, audiences, and
publication types.

The memoir works across multiple editorial categories — history, human interest,
international affairs, memoir/literature, local interest, and contemporary relevance
— making it suitable for diverse media outlets from national newspapers to specialist
publications.

1. HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
Angle: "The Missing 15 Million: Europe's Forgotten Post-War Displacement”
Hook: While the world commemorates 80 years since WWII's end, one chapter remains

largely untold: the expulsion of 15 million ethnic Germans from Eastern Europe—history's
largest forced population transfer.

Why It Matters: This isn't just a forgotten footnote. These expulsions, authorized at Tehran
(1943) and Potsdam (1945), involved more people than many well-documented historical
events, yet remain obscure in English-speaking countries.

Key Points:

e 15 million people displaced (1945-1950)

e 250,000 Sudeten Germans died during expulsions

e Authorized by Allied powers at major conferences

e largest forced migration in European history

e Shaped post-war European borders and demographics

e Relevant to understanding Czech-German relations today

Suitable For: History magazines, academic journals, national newspaper history sections,
documentary researchers, educational publications

Expert Angle: Opportunity to interview historians specializing in post-war Europe, migration
studies, or Czech-German relations to contextualize the memoir

Quote to Use: "l feel that the fact of this mass-expulsion, up to now 'the missing link' in the
picture, is somewhat unjust."

2. HUMAN INTEREST / SURVIVAL STORY
Angle: "From Skeleton to Survivor: An 88-Year-Old's Journey From Bohemia to
Essex"



Hook: When her father found her in 1947, he wept. His eight-year-old daughter and her
family had become skeletons. This is the story of what happened—and how she survived to
tell it.

Why It Matters: Personal survival stories humanize historical events. This is about a real
child, a real family, real hunger, and real resilience.

Key Points:

e Eight years old when expelled from home with 10 minutes notice
e Three years of starvation reduced family to "skeleton-like bodies"
e Sister died at 18 from malnutrition-related heart condition

e lllegal border crossing under gunfire

e Rebuilt life in England as au pair, mother, writer

e Now 88, living in Essex for 67 years

Suitable For: Human interest sections, women's magazines, lifestyle publications, regional
newspapers (Essex angle), Sunday supplements

Interview Opportunities: Family members about how this history shaped their family, what
it was like growing up with a mother who survived this

Quote to Use: "Her father found them in 1947, dressed in ragged clothing with wooden
shoes... It was a shattering reunion. The father wept when he saw his wife and two
daughters with their skeleton-like bodies."

3. THE SILENT GENERATION SPEAKS
Angle: "Before It's Too Late: An 88-Year-Old's Race to Document History"

Hook: Born in 1936, Erika Storey is part of the Silent Generation—those who lived through
WWII as children and are now in their late 80s. Their firsthand testimony is disappearing.
This is her story, told before it's too late.

Why It Matters: We're losing living witnesses to WWII at an accelerating rate. Every year,
fewer people remain who can say "l was there." This memoir preserves crucial testimony.

Key Points:

e Author now 88 years old

e Silent Generation (born 1928-1945) experiencing WWII as children
e Unique child's perspective on events

e Written in 1990s but gains urgency now

e Memory triggered decades later by bonfire smoke

e 80th anniversary of WWII's end makes this especially timely

Suitable For: Features on aging, memory, and history; generational studies; publications
focused on WWII commemoration; oral history initiatives

Interview Angle: The importance of preserving testimony before it's lost; what it's like to
carry these memories for 80 years; why some stories take decades to tell

Quote to Use: "Every day, this task of recording everything seems more urgent to me, even
if only for my children's sake and for people who want to understand the truth about that
chapter in history."



4. GERMAN HISTORY & HERITAGE

Angle: "First Time in German: Sudeten Expulsion Memoir Finally Crosses
Language Divide"

Hook: For 16 years, this memoir has been available only in English. Now, for the first time,
the story returns to the language of the author's childhood.

Why It Matters: German-speaking audiences have had limited access to first-person English
accounts of the Sudeten expulsions. This translation bridges that gap.

Key Points:

e First German translation after English publication in 2009

e Written originally in English to inform English-speaking audiences
e Author from Sudeten German community (3 million expelled)

e Addresses sensitive chapter in German history

e Important for German-Czech historical understanding

e German diaspora seeking family history connections

Suitable For: German-language media, German heritage publications, German-language
newspapers in UK/US, German cultural organizations, German historical societies

German Media Angle: Why did it take 16 years? What does it mean for German readers to
access this in their language? How does this contribute to German historical memory?

Quote to Use: "l wrote the book, due to her very good English language skills, because in
English-speaking countries little is known about what happened during the war and after
the end of the war in Europe, and here specifically in Bohemia."

5. BRITISH/LOCAL CONNECTION

Angle: "Essex Author Bridges Two Nations' Histories in Landmark Publication"
Hook: She came to England as a 21-year-old au pair in 1958. Now 88 and living in Essex,
Erika Storey has written a book that bridges British and German understanding of WWII.

Why It Matters: This is a local story with international significance. An Essex resident for 67
years is sharing crucial history with both British and German audiences.

Key Points:

e Resident of Essex since 1958

e Raised four children in England

e Au pair to teacher's wife to author

e Made England her home after surviving displacement
e Writing in adopted language about traumatic past

e Dual publication reflects her two worlds

Suitable For: Essex local newspapers, regional BBC, local interest magazines, community
publications, UK regional press

Local Angle: Profile of remarkable local resident; how Essex became home after such
trauma; contribution to UK understanding of European history; daughter created cover art



Quote to Use: "Erika went to England as an 'au pair girl' in 1958, as was often the case at
that time. There she met a teacher whom she married in Regensburg at the end of 1960.
They went back to England and had 4 children over the following 10 years."

6. MEMOIR WRITING / LITERARY
Angle: "The Book That Took 50 Years to Write: When Bonfire Smoke Unlocked
Buried Memories"

Hook: In 1960s England, pushing her baby's pram, bonfire smoke drifted over her. Suddenly,
buried memories flooded back "like a thunderbolt across a cloudless blue sky." It would take
another 30 years to write them down.

Why It Matters: This is a story about memory itself—how trauma suppresses, how sensory
triggers unlock, and why some stories take decades to tell.

Key Points:

e Memory triggered by bonfire smoke in South Harrow, 1960s
e Wrote memoir in 1990s after husband and parents died

e Written in non-native language (English)

e Remarkable literary prose from ESL writer

e Child's perspective with adult historical understanding

e Honest about both Nazi indoctrination and post-war suffering

Suitable For: Literary reviews, memoir/autobiography sections, creative writing magazines,
book review sections, writer's magazines

Literary Angle: The craft of writing traumatic memory; ESL memoir writing; child's voice vs.
adult narrator; ethics of Holocaust-adjacent narratives

Quote to Use: "l was pushing my eldest daughter in her pram through an allotment in South
Harrow, Middlesex, when some bonfire smoke drifting over me evoked such intense
memories, it was as though a thunderbolt had crossed a cloudless blue sky. From then on
my recollections have not left me alone."

7. CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE / POLITICS
Angle: "What 1945 Teaches 2025: Lessons on Propaganda, Displacement, and
Collective Punishment"

Hook: Eighty years after WWII, we face renewed displacement crises, sophisticated
propaganda, and calls for collective punishment. This memoir shows where those paths
lead.

Why It Matters: History isn't just about the past. This book offers urgent lessons for
contemporary political challenges.

Key Points:

e How propaganda shapes populations to dehumanize others
e Dangers of collective punishment

e Cycles of violence perpetuating conflict

e Forced migration and displacement (then and now)

e Importance of individual stories vs. group blame



e Warning against simplistic historical narratives

Suitable For: Opinion sections, political commentary, international affairs publications, think
tanks, peace studies journals, human rights publications

Policy Angle: What can policymakers learn? How do we break cycles of violence? What's the
human cost of decisions made in conference rooms?

Quote to Use: "It reveals how ordinary people can so easily be shaped by propaganda to
dehumanize others—and why we must remain vigilant against such manipulation."

8. WOMEN'S HISTORY / MOTHERS & CHILDREN
Angle: "When Mothers Became Superheroes: Women and Children in WWII's
Aftermath"

Hook: The men were gone—dead, captured, or missing. Left behind were mothers and
children, who faced starvation, camps, and impossible choices to keep their families alive.

Why It Matters: Much WWII history focuses on combat and men. This memaoir centers
women's and children's experiences of survival.

Key Points:

e Focus on women and children expelled from Bohemia

e Mother's desperate decisions to keep family alive

e Women's ingenuity in impossible circumstances

e Children dying in camps (76 children died in 5 days)

e Mother choosing illegal border crossing over slow death
e Daughter's perspective on mother's strength

Suitable For: Women's magazines, feminist publications, motherhood-focused media,
women's history sections

Angle: Unsung heroism of mothers; women's history of WWII; intergenerational trauma;
mother-daughter bonds under extreme stress

Quote to Use: "My mother volunteered. She said that if we stayed here much longer, we
would become skeletons and have lice. She would rather go anywhere than stay here."

9. MEMORY & TRAUMA
Angle: "The Bonfire That Changed Everything: How Traumatic Memory
Works"

Hook: For decades, she didn't remember. Then, one ordinary day in suburban England,
smoke triggered an avalanche of buried memories. This is a story about forgetting—and
remembering.

Why It Matters: Understanding trauma, memory suppression, and recovery has implications
far beyond one person's story.

Key Points:

e Sensory triggers unlocking buried memory
e Childhood trauma and adult processing

e Why survivors often wait decades to speak
e The therapeutic power of bearing witness



e Writing as healing and historical preservation
e Living with traumatic memory

Suitable For: Psychology publications, trauma therapy journals, mental health media,
neuroscience of memory features

Expert Angle: Interview trauma psychologists about memory suppression and recovery;
childhood trauma specialists; Holocaust memory researchers

Quote to Use: "From then on my recollections have not left me alone, and | cannot help
feeling that until | wrote everything down, they would continue to pursue me."

10. EDUCATION / INDOCTRINATION
Angle: "How to Brainwash a Nation: A Child's View of Nazi Propaganda”

Hook: In school, her reading books showed "ugly-looking Jewish children" spitting on
German children. She had no idea what was happening to her young mind. Now she does.

Why It Matters: Storey honestly documents Nazi indoctrination she received as a child—not
to excuse, but to show how easily young minds can be shaped.

Key Points:

e Honest account of childhood exposure to propaganda
e School textbooks designed to indoctrinate

e Radio propaganda inciting violence

e Child's inability to recognize manipulation

e Importance of teaching critical thinking

e Relevance to modern misinformation

Suitable For: Education publications, media literacy journals, teaching resources, Holocaust
education materials, history teachers

Educational Angle: How do we teach about propaganda? How do we build resistance to
manipulation? What can educators learn from this firsthand account?

Quote to Use: "We had a reading book called Fibel at school, which showed illustrations of
ugly-looking Jewish children standing on walls, spitting down on nice-looking German
children. Little did we know about the possibility of brainwashing a whole nation in this

n

way.

11. ANGLO-GERMAN RELATIONS
Angle: "Two Languages, Two Perspectives, One Truth: Bridging British and
German Understanding"

Hook: She was born German, became British by choice, wrote in English about German
history, and now publishes in both languages simultaneously. This is reconciliation in book
form.

Why It Matters: 80 years after WWII, genuine understanding between Britain and Germany
requires hearing all stories, not just comfortable ones.

Key Points:

e Author bridges two cultures personally



e Simultaneous publication in both languages

e Different audience needs (German vs. English readers)
e Contribution to cross-cultural understanding

e Post-war reconciliation through shared history

e Both nations' responsibilities in WWII narrative

Suitable For: International relations publications, European affairs journals, UK-German
cultural organizations, diplomatic circles

Diplomatic Angle: How shared historical understanding builds bridges; importance of
multiple perspectives; cultural exchange through literature

Quote to Use: "While Storey has called England home for more than 60 years, her story
bridges British and German history, documenting the experiences of the 3 million Sudeten
Germans expelled from Bohemia."

12. 80TH ANNIVERSARY FOCUS
Angle: "80 Years Later: The WWII Story We Still Haven't Told"

Hook: This May marks 80 years since WWII ended in Europe. Eight decades of
commemorations, documentaries, and history books—yet this story remained largely
untold. Until now.

Why It Matters: Major anniversaries are opportunities to fill gaps in historical
understanding. The 80th anniversary of WWII's end is the perfect time to address this
overlooked chapter.

Key Points:

e Timely publication for 80th anniversary year

e Urgency: living witnesses disappearing

e Author now 88, part of vanishing generation

e Opportunity to complete historical record

e Last chance for firsthand testimony

e What we've missed in 80 years of WWII coverage

Suitable For: Anniversary features, WWIl commemoration special sections, historical
retrospectives, timeline pieces

Anniversary Angle: What anniversaries reveal about what we choose to remember—and
forget; completing the historical narrative before it's too late

Quote to Use: "As we mark eight decades since the end of World War ll, this publication
arrives at a crucial moment. The generation that lived through these events is rapidly
disappearing."

13. CZECH-GERMAN HISTORY
Angle: "The Other Side of Bohemia's Story: Understanding Czech-German
Complexity"

Hook: Bohemia's history isn't simple—centuries of German and Slavonic cultures
intertwined, then torn apart. This memoir illuminates what's often overlooked.



Why It Matters: Current Czech-German relations are shaped by this history. Understanding
requires hearing multiple perspectives, including difficult ones.

Key Points:

e Germans settled in Bohemia from medieval times

e Centuries of cultural intertwining

e Munich Agreement and Nazi occupation (1938-1945)
e Post-war expulsions as reaction to Nazi crimes

e Complex legacy affecting both nations

e Need for nuanced historical understanding

Suitable For: Central European studies journals, Czech-German cultural organizations,
European history publications, international relations media

Regional Angle: How does this history affect contemporary Czech-German relations? What
role does historical memory play in European politics?

Quote to Use: "Among them were 3 million Sudeten Germans from Bohemia, where
German and Slavonic cultures had been intertwined for centuries."

14. FAMILY SAGA
Angle: "Three Generations, Two Countries, One Remarkable Story"

Hook: The daughter who survived drew the cover art. The grandchildren live in Germany
and England. This family's story spans borders, languages, and generations.

Why It Matters: History isn't abstract—it's carried through families, shaping descendants
who never experienced the original trauma.

Key Points:

e Author's daughter Christine created cover artwork
e Four children raised in England

e Grandchildren in Germany and England

e Intergenerational transmission of memory

e Family separated by history, reunited by choice

e Legacy of displacement in family identity

Suitable For: Family magazines, genealogy publications, oral history projects, family history
features

Generational Angle: How do children and grandchildren of survivors understand this
history? What's inherited across generations beyond genes?

Quote to Use: "Her daughter Christine provided the cover artwork for both editions."

USAGE GUIDE FOR JOURNALISTS
Quick-Reference Matrix:

Angle Best For Key Quote # Interview Focus
Historical . . . .

. History sections 1 Historians
Significance




Human Interest Features 2 Family

Silent Generation Aging/Memory 3 Author perspective
T lati

German Heritage German media 4 ranslation/German
readers

Local Connection Regional press 5 Community impact

Memoir Writing Literary pages 6 Craft of writing

Contemporary Opinion/Politics 7 Policy experts

Relevance

Women's History Women's media 8 Gender historians

Memory & Trauma Psychology 9 Trauma specialists

Education Teaching resources | 10 Educators

Anglq—German International 11 I?lplomats/cultural

Relations figures

80th Anniversary Anniversary features | 12 WWII historians

C?ech-German Regional European 13 Czech/German

History experts

Family Saga Human interest 14 Descendants

COMBINING ANGLES

Many stories work best combining 2-3 angles:
Example Combinations:

1. "Before It's Too Late" + "80th Anniversary" = Timely piece about preserving
testimony before generation is lost
2. "Silent Generation" + "Memory & Trauma" = Feature on how childhood trauma
shapes lives 80 years later
3. "Local Connection" + "Anglo-German Relations" = Regional angle on international

reconciliation

4. "Women's History" + "Human Interest" = Profile of mother's impossible choices and
daughter's artistic response
5. "Historical Significance" + "Contemporary Relevance" = Op-ed on lessons for
modern displacement crises

SEASONAL HOOKS

May 2025: 80th anniversary of VE Day (Victory in Europe) June 2025: 80th anniversary of
June 1945 expulsions January 2025: International Holocaust Remembrance Day connection

Any time: Current refugee/displacement news creates relevance

FINAL NOTES FOR MEDIA
e Author is 88—some interview requests may need to go through family
e Dual publication creates two distinct media opportunities (English and German)
e Story works across multiple sections: history, books, human interest, international
e Visual element: daughter's cover artwork adds family dimension

e 80th anniversary timing creates natural news hook

e Story bridges multiple countries: Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, UK




REVIEW COPY REQUESTS & MEDIA INQUIRIES
For review copies, interview requests, high res images, or additional information:

Isabel Corfe

Arena Books
info@arenabooks.co.uk
01284 658979
www.arenabooks.co.uk
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