PULL QUOTES
A Childhood in Bohemia and the Flight to the West
By Erika Storey

FOR PRESS RELEASES & MEDIA KITS
On Why She Wrote the Memoir

The Bonfire Memory: "l was pushing my eldest daughter in her pram through an allotment in
South Harrow, Middlesex, when some bonfire smoke drifting over me evoked such intense
memories, it was as though a thunderbolt had crossed a cloudless blue sky. From then on my
recollections have not left me alone."

On Historical Truth: "I do not want to cast blame for what happened. Certain actions have certain

consequences. However, it seems important to me to recall the events leading to the expulsion of

millions of Germans from Eastern Europe... The Allies signed and sealed this act in the conferences
of Teheran in 1943 and at Potsdam in 1945."

Why It Matters: "Every day, this task of recording everything seems more urgent to me, even if
only for my children's sake and for people who want to understand the truth about that chapter in
history, as they will rarely be able to find this information in history books."

Personal Transformation: "To be honest, | have to admit that these frightening and bewildering
experiences have made my life a lot richer and have taught me many valuable lessons, for which |
am thankful."

ON WITNESSING HISTORY
The Expulsion Begins

June 13, 1945: "A Czech opened our door and informed us that we had to be out of the house
within ten minutes. The only luggage would be hand luggage. In our case, it meant that my mother
could take what she could carry; the bare essentials and nothing very heavy — a set of spare
clothes for each of us, a thin blanket, some food, a few photos... It was 13th June 1945."

The Official Order: "The concealment of any of the aforementioned valuables, or the non-
observance of this order will be punished by death." — Official notice from Narodni Vybor, June
1945

Leaving Home: "We walked past our house, through the avenue with the 'tree roofs', past the
cinema and the Lauben (arcades) of the market square for the last time. Now we would have to
keep these familiar and reassuring pictures of our town, only in our minds. Situations change, but
our childhood memories stay the same for ever."

The Camp Experience

The SS Barracks: "Thousands of bewildered women and children were searching for a spot where
they could rest at night. The old people's home and patients from the hospital had been evacuated
into our camp as well. They stayed outside or on the floor of unfinished barracks. There was not
enough room for everyone to sleep in a bed."

A Child's Observations: "l watched a woman wearing white knee socks, her teenage daughter and
her grandmother climb into an old, broken-down bus, placing their few belongings on some
seats... One day, | noticed that they had been crying and from then on, these two figures looked



utterly dejected and hopeless... It was quite clear that the old woman had died in the bus and they
did not want to tell the commander, in case he threw her into a mass grave."

The Scale of Death: "After we left, 76 children died there in five days. Lists made of victims from
Saaz, Postelberg and surrounding villages showed that 1,585 men, women and children were
murdered just after World War II."

Mother's Decision: "My mother volunteered. She said that if we stayed here much longer, we
would become skeletons and have lice. She would rather go anywhere than stay here."

The Transport

Open Coal Wagons: "The first transport was led to the station and squeezed into a goods train,
which had recently carried coal... The carriages of our train had no roofs, so that the sparks of the
funnel, (which looked like glow worms in the night), burnt holes in us and our precious clothes; my
mother sat on her rucksack and we sat between her legs covered with the one blanket we had
brought."

A Moment of Clarity: "In the dimness of the light, after having been held up behind Komotau for a
long while, and with the monotonous rhythm of the train bumping over the tracks, our minds
perceived a glimmer of truth... There was bitterness, hatred and confusion, but there was also a
spark of an awakening reality stirring us to the core."

ON SURVIVAL & SUFFERING
Starvation and Deprivation

The Father's Ordeal (Yugoslavia, 1945-46): "They had to sleep on the ground, with a fire in the
middle to keep them from freezing to death at night. There were no blankets or shoes... One of
them cooked a thin maize soup without salt every morning at 3.30am. Some maize bread was also
handed out, which would turn mouldy if kept overnight. The rations only just prevented their
sudden death. Instead, the decline in health was gradual, but unavoidable."

Freiberg, Saxony: "There they went hungry and froze for two years, became sick and wasted away
to skeletons — her sister had to be treated in the hospital again."

The Reunion: "Her father found them in 1947, dressed in ragged clothing with wooden shoes,
after being released to West Germany following several years of captivity in Yugoslavia... It was a
shattering reunion. The father wept when he saw his wife and two daughters with their skeleton-
like bodies in Freiberg after years of separation."

Uncle Karl's Appearance

A Man Transformed: "He appeared one day, out of the blue, a shadow of his former self. His
confident manner, which had bordered on arrogance at times, had completely disappeared... He
looked like a skeleton with some old, frozen skin wrapped around it. He had no overcoat, and his
feet, already frostbitten from the First World War, were blue and swollen. His now protruding big,
blue eyes looked haunted."

The Tears: "He would begin a sentence and suddenly stop. The tears running down his sunken
cheeks would prevent him from continuing."

Psychological Impact: "We gained the impression he had regressed right back to childhood; he
was totally bewildered and terrified, but the doctor assured us that he would be all right, given
time."



ON CHILDREN & INNOCENCE
A Child's Perspective

Nature Before the War: "To lie in the long, fragrant grass of 'our' meadow on a warm, glorious
summer's day, listening to the crickets and the songs of birds. Watching them glide graciously
under a clear blue sky was my idea of a stage, on which there was continuous, fascinating action. |
could never tire of it. The pulsating earth and its forthcoming life, held safely by the firmament,
made me hold my breath. A miracle in front of my very eyes, which | felt in every waking minute."

The March Across the Mountains: "The scenery was breathtaking, and had it not been for the
heartbreak of seeing so many people unable to cope with their situation, | would have enjoyed
myself on that first day. | saw much more impressive 'big green roofs' here than in Saaz."

The Wicker Pram: "A little wicker pram stood sadly by the roadside. Tante Marie went up to it.
'‘Look at this pram, Peppi, there doesn't seem anything wrong with it. Why don't we put our stuff
in it?' No sooner had we done this, did we realize the unreliability of its wheels. Every five metres
or so, they would come off unless Liesl and |, on either side of the pram, banged them back into
place with a big stone."

ON PROPAGANDA & INDOCTRINATION
Recognizing Manipulation

The School Reading Book: "We had a reading book called Fibel at school, which showed
illustrations of ugly-looking Jewish children standing on walls, spitting down on nice-looking
German children. Little did we know about the possibility of brainwashing a whole nation in this
way, which has always been very effective and has devastating effects."

Radio Propaganda: "In Prague, the radio station had been taken over a few days before the end of
the war by Czech partisans, inciting the population to violence with the words: 'Smrt nemcum!'
(‘Death to the Germans') 'Smrt vsem nemcum!' ('Death to all Germans')"

ON THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE
Understanding Atrocity

On German Crimes: "We obviously had an idea of the kind of losses and deprivations we, as a
nation, had inflicted on our so-called enemies, but many felt that we had sacrificed enough
ourselves for that, not realizing to what extent we had made the 'enemy of the state' suffer."

The Names That Echo: "Postelberg — a name that sends shivers down the spine, like Prag,
Landskron, Briinn-Pohrlitz, Briix, Komotau, Aussig and Theresienstadt to the people who escaped
from those living nightmares, in the same way that Auschwitz, Flossenblirg, Belsen, Dachau,
Sachsenhausen, Theresienstadt, Warschau and Ravensbruck make us all shudder."

On Collective Punishment: "Everywhere were casualties and tortures, but the afore-mentioned
places witnessed the foulest crimes against people whose worst indictment was that their mother
tongue was German. It was genocide, if not on the same scale as the German Reich's odious
slaying of millions or Stalin's irrational eliminations of his own people."

Lloyd George's Warning: "How true were now the words of the British Prime Minister Lloyd
George after the First World War that the terms and reparations demanded of Germany were so
harsh that 'we shall have to fight another war all over again in 25 years at three times the cost."



ON RESILIENCE & HOPE
Finding Strength

The Search for Family: "It was probably the biggest and most extensive search operation in human
history, and much was achieved in the first two years."

A New Beginning: "The long period of suffering was overcome and a normal life could finally
begin. Erika went to England as an 'au pair girl' in 1958, as was often the case at that time."

Memory and Clarity: "Nevertheless, they will never be a burden to me. If anything, | feel they help
me see the present and future with greater clarity."

CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE
Lessons for Today

On Universal Displacement: "l am also aware that there are people all over the world thrown
arbitrarily into similar situations and circumstances today."

A Question of Security: "Can any of us ever be sure of security of any kind, however much we
work towards it, and in whatever way we think we might gain it?"

Understanding History: "Anyone who has had to leave their home as a child for political reasons
will eventually come to ask him or herself the question 'Why?' The question seems to be asked
more frequently and becomes more relevant to that person's life with age, or at least, that was my
experience."

USAGE NOTES

For Reviews & Features: Focus on the bonfire memory, the missing link quote, and personal
transformation passages to establish the memoir's unique perspective and importance.

For Historical Context: Use the expulsion timeline quotes, official orders, and scale of death
statistics to ground the story in historical fact.

For Human Interest: Emphasize the child's perspective quotes, family reunion scenes, and survival
details to create emotional connection.

For Contemporary Relevance: Highlight propaganda recognition, cycle of violence, and universal
displacement themes to connect past to present.

For Author Interviews: The "why | wrote it" section provides natural conversation starters about
motivation, memory, and purpose.
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