Hollywood Celebrity Dog Coach Tamar Geller talks exclusively to Facedog
Part 1

“Do you know that John Lennon line ‘Life is what happens to you while you're busy making other plans?’” asks Tamar Geller. “Well that just about sums up my philosophy.”
Tamar is on a working vacation in Provence, southern France  and we’re talking about her metamorphosis from Intelligence Officer in the Israeli Air Force to Hollywood’s favourite celebrity dog coach (don’t call her a dog trainer.)
The glamorous 44-year-old stayed on in the US 22 years ago at the end of a backpacking trip around the world simply because she saw a Pink Floyd poster in LA. The concert was in a month’s time. She hadn’t planned to stay in the US that long. But then again, she loved Pink Floyd. So she stayed. 
Now she is consulted by Hollywood’s top stars. Famous names like Oprah Winfrey, Ben Affleck, Courtney Cox-Arquette, Natalie Portman and Goldie Hawn all seek her help in creating a better relationship with their dogs. She is a regular contributor to popular tv shows in the States as well as being resident dog expert on The Today Show. She is now a celebrity in her own right. She has just published a book The Loved Dog and has a Celebrate Your Dog DVD series to pass on her gentle, playful training methods.
When Tamar finished her military service she got the opportunity to take part in wolf behavioural research in Israel’s Arava desert. Little did she realise that the time spent watching these lovely creatures would have an impact on her whole life and set her on the road to stardom. 
In a eureka moment, she noticed that the wolves were using games to teach each other. For example, the leader of the pack would allow himself to be the ‘underdog’ sometimes. He would deliberately lose tug-of-war games or lie on his back and show the vulnerable belly area to the other wolves. Tamar realised he was play-acting a weaker member of the pack, yet with no loss of his alpha status. This contradicted the common dog training techniques of the time and Tamar wanted to use her experience with the wolves to explore further, to find another way. 
She discovered the wolves were using three main games: chasing, wrestling and tug of war. She tried all three out on her own dogs. She dropped the first two as they were impractical (“we want dogs to come when called, we don’t want to chase them. Also my dogs were starting to nip people in the wrestling game.”) but developed the tug-of-war idea. It allowed the dogs to work off excess energy in a playful way within boundaries. It worked. She was on her way.
Next week…

We find out Tamar’s methods and learn more about her true passion – her philanthropic work. 
