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DAILY GUIDE TO GOING OUT OR STAYING IN

Baby Strange are
performing at the
02 ABC next month

ENDS AT HOME

ABY Strange
have been all
over the UK
throughout 2016
and ending it
on a high next
month at the 02 ABC
on Sauchiehall Street is
their way of blowing out
the year with a bang.

The trio have played at the
venue once before support-
ing Palma Violets back in
2013 and it was their biggest
gig to date.

“At the time, one of the
things we were joking about
back stage was how it would
be amazing to headline
there,” says frontman Johnny
Madden. “We didn’t think it
would actually happen so it’s
nice to be at that point now.”

The upcoming Glasgow gig
came about when the
three-piece were last playing
with the band White in
England on a co-headline
tour.

“We were all sitting about
in a park in Oxford and just
laughing about doing a gig in
Scotland,” says Johnny.
“Someone said why not do a

gig at the ABC and we
thought, well why not. The
next week it was booked.

“When it comes to places
outside Glasgow our booking
agent sorts that out but when
it comes to the city we know
what venues we like playing
at. When we last headlined
Stereo, we made sure we got
there because we love it.

“We’ve played in loads of
Glasgow venues over the
years so we have a pretty
good idea of where to play
and what venues give us a
good vibe. The ABC is one of
our favourites so we’re pretty
excited.”

Johnny and bandmate
Connaire McCann met at the
Glasgow music community
group Beatroute when they
were teenagers. Beatroute is
a place for young people to
learn to play instruments
and within a few years
Johnny and Connaire formed
Baby Strange along with
Connaire’s brother Aidan.

“We were really bored
about what wasn’t going on
around us in Glasgow,” says
Johnny. “There were no
exciting bands around and

we wanted to start some-
thing that would excite us. It
turned out that it excited
other people as well and we
kept going with it.”

When deciding on a name
for the group, the group were
making up names and came
up with Baby Strange
without realising its music
background.

“We were in the pub just
trying to put two words
together,” says drummer
Aidan. “We came out with
Baby Strange but then we
Googled it a couple of days
later and found out it was a
T. Rex song. We thought we’ll
stick with that.”

Baby Strange try not to
label their music under one
specific genre and over the
past four years they don’t
think their music is evolving
as much as they are getting
better at making music.

“Our music is loud and
energetic,” says Johnny. “We
try to steer away from
genres. If I have to go with
something we’re full
throttle.”

“We haven’t changed so
much over the last few years

that if you listen to one of
our first songs compared to
our recent ones you wouldn’t
think it’s another band,”
explains Aidan. “We just get
better and more comfortable
at writing and making
songs.”

Talking about what is next
for the three-piece, they're
already back making another
EP just two months after
their debut album, Want It
Need It was released.

“We didn’t want to waste
time so we’re already making
another EP,” explains
Johnny.

“With the album, a lot of
the tracks are older songs so
we wanted to bring out some
fresh stuff.

“Our fans seem to be dying
for something new from us
and because it took so long
to bring out the first album
people might think it will
take another two years
before we bring anything else
out.”

Baby Strange will be
playing at the O2 ABC on
December 16.

DANIELLE GIBSON

THE BIG
SCREEN

A UNITED KINGDOM (12A)****

Seretse Khama (David Oyelowo), heir
apparent to the nation of Bechuanaland
(now Botswana), is studying law in 1947
London when he falls in love with typist Ruth
Williams (Rosamund Pike), whose bigoted
father George (Nicholas Lyndhurst) would
never condone the flourishing romance.
Unperturbed, the couple marries and Ruth
accompanies Seretse to Bechuanaland. A
United Kingdom is a stirring ode to love,
distinguished by molten on-screen chemistry
between Oyelowo and Pike.

ALLIED (15)***

Wing commander Max Vatan (Brad Pitt)
is a Canadian intelligence officer posted to
London during the Second World War. He
joins forces with glamorous French Resist-
ance fighter Marianne Beausejour (Marion
Cotillard). Sparks fly and the couple reunite
in London, marry, raise a beautiful child then

Rosamund Pike stars in A United Kingdom

Max is presented damning evidence that
Marianne is a spy working for the Germans.
If her guilt is proven, Max must execute his
wife. Allied is a triumph of style over sus-
pense, maintaining a pedestrian pace even
when German bombs rain down on London.

BAD SANTA 2 (15)**

When we saw him last, Willie Soke (Billy
Bob Thornton) looked like he might have
found his happy-ever-after with Sue but she
is long gone and Willie’s set to do himself in.
Then he meets his former mucker Marcus
(Tony Cox) who has a proposition - stealing
from a Chicago charity on Christmas Eve.

A sequel has to be bigger and bolder than
its original otherwise why bother, but in this
instance, it simply means more filth.

FANTASTIC BEASTS
AND WHERE TO FIND
THEM (12A) *+**

Zealots the Second Salemers, led by Mary
Lou Barebone (Samantha Morton), preach
hell and damnation in 1926 New York,
following a reign of terror by dark wizard
Gellert Grindelwald (Johnny Depp). Newt
Scamander (Eddie Redmayne) pitches up
at the height of this paranoia, carrying an
enchanted suitcase of endangered critters.
A crowd-pleasing doozy of an original story
by JK Rowling.

YOUR NAME (12A) ****

Mitsuha yearns to escape her backwater
life for the thrum of the city. She gets her
wish when she is magically transported into
the gangly frame of Tokyo schoolboy Taki,
who takes her place. A heartfelt animated
yarn that leaves a lump in the throat.



