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Today  they  are  looking  at  fractions;;  in  a  primary  school  went  

  paid  them  a  

needs  in  the  mainstream  classroom
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A  two-way  learning  process

A  fully  inclusive  approach
This  principle  lies  at  the  heart  of  the  

them  what  it  means  and  they  can  teach  

Resource  provision

Children  with  

with  and  from  peers  in  an  
inclusive  setting

  226  Special  Children  37

Autism  Professionals  Awards  2015



www.optimus-education.com/sc226    

day  with  their  peers  and  for  the  remainder  

Special  Children

Interaction  (see  Special  Children

Seamless  integration

Teachers  too  are  trained  on  a  yearly  cycle  

Teamwork

when  staff  get  together  for  a  planning  

This  whole-school  meeting  time  is  

pop  into  lessons  to  see  how  things  are  

Classroom routine

In every classroom, supported children’s 
communication for the day is displayed in 
exactly the same place on the door. It always 
follows the same format, with the sign of the 
week at the top and the visual timetable below.

When the child arrives in class, they join their 
peers on the carpet, with TA support. Then 
when the first session begins, they move to 
their own workstation, where everything has 
already been set up so they know exactly what 
to do and are ready to go.

The system is consistent throughout the school, so 
that children are not confronted with unnecessary 
change. As they grow older, the workstation is 
gradually phased out depending on how well they 
are coping.

They have their own tray with all the work the 
learning support teacher has prepared for them 
in addition to what the class teacher would like 
them to do.

The choosing board is designed to create 
structure by giving clear beginnings and endings 
so they understand: ‘This is what I am going to 
do in my first session, then I will have a reward.’

Learning  support  
teachers  regularly  pop  
into  lessons  to  see  how  
things  are  going
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FIND OUT MORE
Next year’s Autism Professionals Awards are open 
for nominations. Closing date: 30 October. 
www.autismprofessionalsawards.org.uk

Understanding difference
The extent of the children’s understanding is 
abundantly clear when I meet up with a group 
of school council members and pupils with a 
sibling on the spectrum.

‘Children with autism don’t like loud noises,’ 
observes Myka, ‘so we are always very quiet 
when we move around the school.’ She also 
tells me she has noticed that some children 
don’t like the fl ash bulb going off during school 
photo sessions, they all fi nd it diffi cult to cope 
with change and they often get agitated if they 
have to wait around for things to happen. 

Phoebe agrees, adding that when someone 
with autism is upset about something, it can 
make them panicky, and she describes the 
strategies teachers and support staff use to help 
them calm down.

Other members of the group contribute their 
own insights, ranging from the use of iPads as 
communication aids to how the whole school 
learns to sign and the different activities they do 
on World Autism Awareness Day.

Treating everyone the same
The children take their own responsibilities 
seriously and if someone’s TA is absent, they 
do all that they can to help. Likewise at playtime, 
they make sure that children with autism are not 
left out of their activities. Apparently Brian really 
likes playing with a ball and they keep a special 
one just for him. 

Meanwhile, the Year 6 pupils in the group 
really enjoyed having Brian and Alohim with 
them on a recent three-day residential trip. 

‘It was amazing!’ says Myka. ‘They took part 
in everything. They helped us and we helped 
them. We really got to understand each other 
much better.’ ‘That’s right,’ says Chelsea, and 
describes how confi dent Brian was on the 
high rope and how they all cheered him on 
and supported him. ‘That’s what we do in this 
school,’ she says. ‘We all support and help 
each other.’

The siblings talk about some of things they do 
with their brother or sister at home and explain 
how hard it is to get people in the outside world 
to understand why their siblings behave in the 
way that they do. 

And what about at school?
‘Tollgate is an inclusive school,’ pronounces 

Myka fi rmly. ‘It doesn’t matter where you come 
from, what your race or religion is, or whether 
or not you have a disability, everyone is treated 
the same.’

Differentiation
Differentiation  is  central  to  all  that  goes  

Questioning  techniques

children  had  grasped  each  part  of  the  

A  reason  to  stay  cheerful

sooner  or  later  Alohim  is  going  to  come  
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