
 

STEPHEN SPURDON 
T: 020 8521 0425 M: 07961 348409 E: s.spurdon@ntlworld.com  

124 Lynmouth Road, Walthamstow, London E17 8AQ. 
 

Who I am: 
Experienced freelance journalist/writer specialising in personal finance, investment 
and economics, consumer issues in general as well as providing social/political 
comment – covering every style from trade and tech to consumer. Capabilities range 
across both old and new media as well as marketing copywriting.  
 
 
What I do: 
I write news, articles/features and surveys for newspapers, web sites, consumer 
magazines and trade press. See work samples on following pages.  
 
I also provide services to PRs and their clients such as:  
• Ghost-writing  
• Advertorials 
• Brochures and pamphlets 
• Reviews of company web sites and product literature 
• I have also participated in media training 
 

 
Where have I been published? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
… to name but a few.  
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NEWmedia work 
 
 
Blogging 
 
The major project I have been involved with is Six-steps.org – a pensions web log 
written for Aviva. This involved producing copy on a weekly basis from 2007 to 2009 
for a web site intended to stimulate interest in pensions. However, I have also 
contributed on an occasional basis to other sites.  
 
Search Engine Optimisation Copywriting 
 
I have worked for a new media agency as lead copywriter on a project for a major 
bank.  
 
 
Web site copy 
 
I have been involved in the supply of copy for a range of web sites since 1998. These 
have included:  

• MyMoneyDiva 
• MoneyeXtra 
• Interactive Investor International 

 
Web site consulting 
 
Since 1998 I have been brought in to analyse the editorial content of web sites and 
provide an overall plan for editorial. Clients here have included:  
 

• MoneyeXtra 
• Moneysupermarket 
• Interactive Investor International 
• KPMG 
• UKiNvest 
• Assertahome 
• United Assurance Group 
• MyNewDeal 
• IslamIQ.com 



 

WHAT I CHARGE (2014-2015) 
 
Copywriting 
This includes supplying copy for financial services brochures, advertising, ghost 
writing and other commercial financial services literature.  

• Brochures/booklets/guides – Starting at £2,000 per item. Typical fee £5,000.  
• Ghost written article  - minimum fee £500. Typical fee £1,000.  

However, if I am approached to ‘do something’ and this is not adequately 
defined (i.e., length, style, subject, etc.,) then I will charge for my part in 
resolving the matter.  
 
Consultancy 
In recent times I have been called in to ‘consult’ on certain issues such as new 
products, services or campaigns, by a range of organisations – including financial 
services web sites. An example is conducting an editorial report on a web site. Here, I 
would expect to spend two days at the company examining the web site, following 
which I compile and present a report. Typical fee: £2,000. This approach is applied to 
editorial audits of company literature and public relations material. 
 
RATES vary according to the nature of the work, the difficulty and the time 
involved: 

• Minimum rates are £500 per 1,000 words.  
• If I am required to work on-site min. rate is £500 per day. 

 
CURRENT RATES APPLY UNTIL 31 JULY 2015 

WORK SAMPLES FOLLOW 



WORK SAMPLES 

 

 

Two articles for  
The Sunday Times - 
on collectables and 
the economic cycle 

NATIONAL 
NEWSPAPERS 



CONSUMER MAGAZINES 

 

 

Article for 
consumer title 
Moneywise on 
using eBay to 
buy and sell… 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TOPICAL ISSUES TACKLED  

 



  

  

FROM SHARI’A FINANCE TO HOW HUMAN PSYCHOLOGY 
INFLUENCES HOW WE HANDLE MONEY 



 
TECHNICAL ANALYSIS: PUTTING THE VOLATILITY INDEX 
INTO PERSPECTIVE FOR IFAS 

 



 
  

 
 

 
AND CUTTING THE ‘AFRICA’ HYPE TO PIECES…. 



TACKLING PLATFORM RE-REGISTRATION AND HOW THE 
RETAIL DISTRIBUTION REVIEW HAS AFFECTED IFAS FOR 
IFA MAGAZINE 
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  COVERING THE BIG TOPICS FOR CITYWIRE’S  

WEALTH MANAGER AND NEW MODEL ADVISER TITLES:  
 

 
 

  

  

  

EXCHANGE TRADED PRODUCTS 

FIXED INCOME MARKET 

CORPORATE BOND FUNDS 

FLEXIBLE DRAWDOWN 

MULTI-ASSET FUNDS 

EXCHANGE TRADED FUNDS 

SOFT COMMODITIES 

OVERSEAS PROPERTY 



 
FROM EMERGING MARKETS… 

…TO EMERGING RISKS  

  



 

 

Regular blog postings 
on pensions 
information web site 
sponsored by AVIVA.  

 

BLOG 
WRITING 



BROCHURE WRITING 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Regular articles and a comment column for consumer 
title Money Market. 

Can tackle big stories for trade titles 



 

 

SOMETIMES YOU HAVE TO BE 
PREPARED [AND ABLE] TO SAY 
THE THINGS PEOPLE DO NOT 
WANT YOU TO SAY… (and that 
includes other ‘journalists’) 



CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

FREELANCE JOURNALISM 
 
National Newspapers:  
The Times,  
Sunday Times,  
Daily Telegraph,  
Sunday Telegraph,  
Independent,  
Independent on Sunday,  
Mail on Sunday,  
Sunday Mirror.  
 
Commissioning Editor:  
The Investors Chronicle Complete 
Guide to Peps,  

The Investors Chronicle Guide to 
Investment Trusts,  
The Investors Chronicle Guide to 
Personal Pensions,  
The Investors Chronicle Guide to 
Peps/Isas.  
 
Consumer Magazines:  
MoneyWise,  
Investors Chronicle,  
What Investment,  
SAGA Investor,  
EasyJet Magazine,  
Money Market.  

 
Trade Magazines:  
IFA Magazine 
Citywire Wealth Manager 
New Model Adviser 
Financial Adviser 
Investment Adviser 
The Money Business 
The Broker 
Radio & Electronics Retailer 
Central Office of Information 
Investment Management Association 
Construction News 
Insurance Today 
Corporate Insurance & Risk 

Pensions Age (I edited Pensions Age 
on a freelance basis for the March and 
April 1999 issues) 
Interviewer 
Negotiator 
Profitfile 
ThirdSector 
Mortgage Finance Gazette 
Money Marketing 
The Journal (Chartered Insurance 
Institute) 
Contributor to The EASDAQ 
Yearbook 2001, Derivatives 2001 
(Futures & Options Association) 

 
Contract Publishing:  
Alliance+Leicester Magazine 
Money Matters 
UK Magazine 
The Unity Magazine 
NatWest’s Home Life 
NatWest Corporate Quarterly 

Advantage (Sedgwick IFC) 
Adviser (Standard Life) 
Society (Norwich & Peterborough BS) 
Privilege (Lloyds TSB) 
Talk Money (Barclays) 

 
Broadcasting: Money Box BBC Radio 4 (tape available). 
 



Web site work:  Editor/contributor and consultant to -
MoneyWorld.co.uk,  
UK-iNvest,  
MoneySupermarket.com 
Interactive Investor International 
Launch Editor, United Assurance 
Group web site.  
IslamiQ.com,  
smove.com (now Assertahome.com) 
Team member on  
TheCrowdfundingCentre.com 

I have also worked on 
MyNewDeal.com and 
KPMGMoney.com prior to launch as 
editorial consultant/content provider, 
Chase de Vere,  
Saga Investor.  
MyMoneyDiva  
LineOne 
Blogger on Aviva’s Six-Steps.org 
pensions web site. 

 

COMMERCIAL WORK 
Copywriting for PR’s and their clients:  
NM Pensions 
Nationwide Building Society 
Fidelity Investments 
NatWest Life 
NatWest Investment Services 
State Street 
Polhill Communications 
Framlington Investments 
Cater Allen 

egg.com 
Assoc. of Investment Trust Companies 
UNUM 
SVM Asset Management 
Appeared in a Video for IFAs on 
behalf of AXA Provincial.  
Advertorial series for Halifax 
ShareBuilder, in the Independent. 

 
Brochures/newsletters:  
Edited the UKSCI Report July 2012 for the Institute of Customer Service.  
Investment Trusts & Pensions for the Association of Investment Trust Companies. 
Brochure advertising the services of Eurotech Security.  
Brochure on financial planning for retirement for Guardian Financial Services. 
Brochure on Fees versus Commissions for Chartwell Investment Management.  
The Killik & Co Guide to Tax Free Investing, Killik & Co stockbrokers.  
Savings for Children Marks & Spencer Financial Services.  
Launch Editor: Diagnosis newsletter for HealthNow customers.  
 
Search Engine Optimisation Copywriting:  
For a major international client of a new media agency.  
 

FREELANCE SUB-EDITING/PRODUCTION 
Addison Design 
The Partnership Design Group 
Burnett Associates 
Accountancy Age 
Barclays Life 
Maris Media 
Campden Publishing 
Williams Lea Security Printers 
The Voice 
Jane’s Defence Weekly 

Inside Business Communications 
Robert Fleming Securities 
ThirdSector 
Media + Marketing Europe (EMAP) 
TPD 
Mortgage Finance Gazette 
Chandler Gooding Ltd 
New Moon (London Jewish News) 
Investors Chronicle 

ENDS 


	STEPHEN SPURDON
	Blogging
	Search Engine Optimisation Copywriting
	Web site copy
	Web site consulting
	FREELANCE JOURNALISM
	COMMERCIAL WORK


	CONSUMER MAGAZINES
	BROCHURE WRITING
	FREELANCE SUB-EDITING/PRODUCTION

