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The Forgotten

l ﬁ | /" Dialect

The Million’s Poet competition broadcasted from the beach front of Al-Raha Theatrein front of a packed live audience, the show is one of the highest-rated on Abu Dhabi TV.
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Sultan Al Amimi, Director of the Abu Dhabi Poetry Academy and a member of the Million’s Poet jury panel.
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the oldest dialects of Arabic language, dating back to
the 16" century and the pre-Islamic age of the Arabian
Peninsula.

“Today, after more than 1000 years since the origin of
Nabati poetry, this unique form of literature continues
to captivate millions of authentic poetry lovers. Some
researchers point to two important ages in Nabati poetry:
the firstage is a thousand years old, while the second is
only four years old - it is the age of the “Million’s Poet”
competition,” states HE Mohammed Khalaf Al Mazrouei,
Advisor for Culture and Heritage in the Court of His
Highness the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Chairman of
the Cultural Programs and Heritage Festivals Committee
- Abu Dhabi.

Passed down through many generations, Nabati poetry
depicted the situations faced by countries of the Arabian
Peninsula before their modern-day renaissance;
reflecting the reality of the Bedouin’s everyday life.
The poems dealt with the same subjects addressed by
classical Arabic poetry, including chivalry and epics,
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nce an everyday dialect, Nabati poetry
was nearly removed from classical
Arabic language, despite being an
essential dialect of Bedouin Heritage.
In fact, it was through this poetry that
historians became aware of many events which
would have otherwise been lost forever.

Today, the comeback of this archaic musical
language and of the ingenious poets can
be largely attributed to the Million’s Poet
competition. Only a few weeks away from
commencing, the sixth season of the television
show will reveal some of the finest Nabati poets
in the Middle East, who will competing for a
total prize money of AED 15 million.

Broadcasted from the beach front of Al-Raha
Theatre in front of a packed live audience, the
show has become one of the highest-rated on Abu
Dhabi TV, followed by millions of viewers across
theregion and beyond. And it’s easy to see why.

POETRY OF THE DESERT
At its core, the competition is a nostalgic
revival of a great literary treasure and one of

HH Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of Foreign Affairs with Jamal Al Shehhi and Sultan Al Amimi.
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HH Sheikh Hazza Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, National Security Advisor and Vice Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Executive Council honouring Rashid Al Romaithi with the ‘Bayraq-bearer’
title at the sthinstallment of Poet of the Million.
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The Million’s Poet logo.

proverbs and riddles, as well as satire,
pride, wisdom, and descriptions -
especially of nature.

Unlike classical Arabic poems,
however, Nabati poems typically come
outin arush, without consideration,
and are a strong reflection of a person's
artistic flair and ability to create on
the spot. In the Western world, the
most comparable form of rhythmical
composition would be “free-styling,”
which involves creating lyrics with
minimal background music and saying
whatever comes tomind. Hence, Nabati
poems provide a glimpse into the
natural creativity of the Bedouins and
represent a valuable historical record
of ancient tribes.

STRINGENT CRITERIA

Although free to choose the topic
of their choice, contestants in the
Million’s Poet will have to adhere
to the strict aesthetic and technical
standards of Nabati poetry, which
include elements such as meter, rhyme,
figures of speech and metaphors.

“There are many characteristics
that make a Nabati poem a ‘winning
material’, but they don’t all necessarily
have to combine in one poem in order for
ittowin. Also, there are supplementary
factors thatincrease a poem’s chances
of winning over another poem,” Sultan
Al Amimi, Director of the Abu Dhabi
Poetry Academy and a member of the
competition’s jury panel, told Shawati’.

“For example, in addition to the poem’s
conceptand itsdistinctiveness, we look
at how the poet deals with the poem;
from one angle or multiple angles. We
alsolook at the poet’s visual style, the
use of rhythmical composition, flow
of language, inclination of the poem
to fiction, mystery, realism or ease
of expression, the interdependence
of verses, the introduction and
conclusion of the poem, among other
factors" explains Al Amimi, whoisan
established writer and poet himself.

To top it all, the panel will analyse
the competitors’ body language
during the live episodes and test them
psychologically to determine their
personalities —a new criterion that was
only added in the show’s last season.

“The analysis of the poets’ personalities
was introduced in the previous
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Sultan Al Amimiis also a member of the competition’s jury pane.
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Moreover, for the first time in the show’s history,
the Poetry Bayraq (flag) is currently presentin the
UAE thanks to the Emirati poet Rashid Ahmed
Al Rumaithi, who won the Million's Poet title
in the show’s fifth season (2011-2012).

The stakes are high at this 15-week competition;
the Million’s Poet title and Bayrag-bearer will
receive the grand prize of AED 5 million, the
second winner AED 4 million, the third AED 3
million, the fourth AED 2 million and the fifth
AED 1 million.

“In the sixth season of the Million’s Poet, there
will be changes to the stages of the competition
and the promotion system. The jury panel
members will also have a greater power of
decision making with regards to selecting
poets throughout the various levels of the
competition and promoting them to the next
levels. More surprises will also be announced
when the competition takes off.”
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season and will continue this season. This segment was
successfully accomplished by Dr Nadia Bu Hannad, the
contest's designated psychologist, for the first time not
only in a public poetry competition butin any TV contest
show,” notes Al Amimi.

As aresult, the performance of some of the poets on stage
was improved and their self-confidence was boosted.
In some occasions, the analysis also strengthened the
connection between the topic of the poem and the poet’s
personality, which would have already been analysed by
the psychologist prior to the show.

NEW THIS SEASON

Along with the panel judges, which include Sultan Al
Amimi, Dr Ghassan Al Hassan, a professor and Arabic
poetry specialist from Jordan, and Hamad Al-Saeed, a
prominent Kuwaiti poet and editor of a poetry magazine,
the audience plays a major part in the competition, for
they can vote in the studio and at home for their favourite
poets.

In the early days of Million’s Poet, the only way viewers could
directly engage was by live attendance. But today, multiple
channels are available, such as SMS, on-screen chatting and
social media, which have made the show more interactive
than ever.

The Million’s Poet competition will reveal some of the finest Nabati poets in the Middle East.
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Rashid Al Romaithi was the first Emirati poet in the competition’s 5-year history to win the prestigious title.

Organised every two years alternately with the Prince of Poets
for Arabic classical poetry, the Million’s Poet is managed by
the Cultural Programmes and Heritage Festivals Committee,
which was formed in February 2013 under the chairmanship
of HE Mohammed Khalaf Al Mazrouei.

Members of this Committee include representatives from the
Abu Dhabi Media Company, Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture
Authority, General Directorate of Abu Dhabi Police, Department
of Municipal Affairs, Office of the Ruler's Representative in
the Western Region (Al Gharbia), Department of Transport,
Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi, Health Authority - Abu Dhabi,
and Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority.

“I advise the participating poets to show their best poetic
presence especially in the final stages of the competition,
similar to how they appeared before the committee, and to avoid
meaningless or weak verses in their poems,” Al Amimi stresses.

The sixth season of Million’s Poet was announced last September
and the jury panel began its regional tour in November, after
receiving hundreds of applications. And while the first episodes
will broadcast live in Al Raha Theatre from February 2014, the
selected participants will be announced as early as January 2014.f



