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Damage from the tsunami is still visible around Trincomalee.

town as well as the devastation
caused by the tsunami in 2004.
from both can still be
the area, Not only in
abandoned buildings dotted
along the coastline but also
through the heavy military
presence in the town, induding
rge naval base, and many
high security areas, as well as
the presence of NGOs such as
the UN and Red Cross.

Five short years ago, this area
was one of the many along the
east and south of Sri Lanka to
be devastated by the tsunami.
Hassan, head receptionist at
the Nilaveli Beach Hotel said of
the tsunami, “Eight people died
in the tsunami [at the hotel]
and the hotel [being low level]
suffered extensive damage. We

by little
ance company have paid for it
Weare part of Tangerine
Hotels so we were able to keep

going with help from the other
hotels.

Things have not improved
since then. Before the tsunami
we had about 80 rooms ful
since then we have hovered
und "
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The continued conflict with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Elam
has kept tourism down.

n 2008, the entire east coast
only managed to occupy 18 per
cent of the rooms available.

And with only 230 rooms out of

‘the total 14,793 throughout s
Lanka located there, it means
only about 40 people visited
the entire region. Making Has-
san’s estimation of occupation
for his hotel on the higher side.
As of Mid-August, the ish
Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (FCO) still advised,
“against all but essential travel
to most parts of eastern Sri

May 2009. All te
Lanka is now under Govern-
ment control. However, pol
cally-motivated violence,
abductions and cr
sist throughout the country,
particularly in the north and
east

The continuing violence as well
as the large military presence
and remaining camps of IDPs
may put some tourists off, but
adventurous travellers mustr
member that the FCO is always
going to err on the side of cau-
tion with regards to citizens
underits protection,

But things may change soon.
Tourism Planning & Develo
ment director, R.M. Munas
said, “Trinco has a lot of ap)
cations. We'll be having

nghe

have already e:
for that. We are doing a master
plan. But we also are doing
an environmental asse:
to find out what the impact
mightbe. And even infrastruc-
ture is being planned for that
area. Hopefully by 2011
those rooms will be in opera-
tion.”

The government s determined
to keep the development under
control. They do notwant to
spoil the region with series of





