Zoe Mummery’s house, Penzance
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PROPERTY DETAILS

Type of house Three-storey Regency townhouse
Location Penzance, Cornwall
Price £155,000
Money spent Around £50,000
What it’s worth now £450,000+

Zoe Mummery, 40, lives with her husband Simon, 46, and children Lowenna, 18, and Jude, 14, in a terraced house in Penzance, eight miles from Land’s End. Zoe describes how she and Simon transformed the property 

[Body copy]
‘My house is full of art and craft – so many of the things in it have been made by friends or family. They’re all potters, painters, carpenters or weavers, so although I became a hairdresser I think my love of handmade things must be genetic. Our house is also striking because it has lots of original features, such as wooden shutters, elaborate door frames and high skirting boards. It’s south-facing, so it’s always full of light, and we’ve used a lot of colour throughout, so it has a really cheerful feel.

It wasn’t always like this, however, When we bought it, it had been a solicitor’s office since 1860, then left empty for a couple of years. Dating back to Regency times, it hadn’t had any money spent on it in recent years, and was in a very dilapidated state, with nasty brown carpet and divided-up rooms. The purchase was protracted because there were problems with the property registration, and then once we finally got the keys there was no way we could move in straight away – there was no real bathroom or kitchen, for a start.

We’d been living in a barn conversion nearby, but had sold it after we decided to move into town, and were living in a caravan in Simon’s sister’s field. We ended up there for a year in total, while we re-plumbed and rewired, replaced rotten floorboards and put in central heating. Simon’s a professional carpenter, and he did nearly all the work himself. When we finally did move in, we’d done the basics but the house was nowhere near finished, and for a few weeks we had to wash up in the bath and cook on a Baby Belling balanced on an old table. 

One of the biggest jobs was to replace all the rotten Victorian windows at the front of the house. This is a grade II-listed building in a conservation area, so we hired a conservation architect to help us draw up plans for the front elevation – we wanted to put in multi-pane Georgian-style windows, which are far more appropriate to the building. Fortunately, it went through planning without a hitch, and now looks really fantastic.

During the renovation we had some lovely moments when we found original features that had been hidden – like old fireplaces that had been boarded up, shutters that were nailed down and an archway that was behind layers of plastic and plasterboard. That said, a lot of it was quite boring – rubbing down paintwork and removing loads of old wallpaper – apart from one hilarious incident. In what’s now the sitting room we found an old solicitors’ safe – about the size of a fridge and enormously heavy. There was no way we were going to get it down the stairs and out of the house. So, when the window was being replaced, Simon and some friends rolled the safe over, jacked it up, took a run up and threw it out of the window as far as they could. It made a dent in the garden about a foot deep and passers-by (we had checked there was no one standing too close!) were taking photographs. 

When we finished all the main work it was so nice to be able to do the more enjoyable things like choosing furniture and paint colours, hanging paintings and arranging all the handmade pieces that we’ve acquired over the years. My brother has a craft gallery nearby, and inevitably I’ve ended up with lots of the gorgeous things he and his wife sell there, as well as things we’ve been given, that Simon has made or that we’ve bought from local shops and galleries. We decided to let the house dictate the way we decorated, so the style is classic but fresh and airy. Simon always says “The Georgians loved colour and used much brighter shades than we think, like yellow and pink”, and there’s also an influence from my Swedish ancestry, too – I love painted furniture, and I’ve inherited quite a few pieces from my mother’s side of the family. Overall, my style is quite informal with a bit of folk, which is typical of Scandinavian style. 

When necessary we’ve spent money on lovely new things, but we’ve also tried to be creative, and have picked up bargains from auctions and second-hand shops. One find I’m particularly proud of is our bedroom wardrobe, which cost £30 at auction. It was very heavy, dark wood and no one seemed to want it, but I just painted it a fresh cream and it looks great. I also love the Sixties Scandinavian chair that Simon bought from a friend for £10 – he found it in a skip but apparently it’s a design classic. At the end of the day, it’s not about what you spend, but using your own personality and imagination. This house has plenty of history, but we like to think that we’ve added our own individual touch.’

My most treasured possession [pic no.26]
‘This set of miniature crockery was made for me by my father, who was the famous potter Bernard Leach’s last apprentice. It was a really special present, and is one of a kind. I loved playing with it when I was a child, my daughter also loved it, and now it’s a family heirloom.’

Diary of a transformation

Spring 2002 Zoe and Simon drove past and spotted a ‘For Sale’ sign outside the house. They viewed it the next day and put in an offer immediately.

November 2002 After legal complications, the purchase was finally completed, and work started on the house. While living in a caravan nearby, Zoe and Simon re-plumbed and put in bathrooms, central heating, wood flooring and new windows, as well as rewiring and stripping off old wallpaper and paint.

April 2003 The family finally moved in and continued the refurbishment: at first they had to wash up in the bath and cook on a Belling cooker balanced on an old table.

Christmas 2003 With the kitchen and paintwork finished, pictures hung and craft pieces arranged, the house was finally finished.

[Captions]

1

Zoe loves colour and painted furniture, and on the walls of the master bedroom she has used Farrow & Ball’s ‘Yellow Ground’. She bought the dark wood wardrobe at auction for £30 and painted it cream, to match the woodwork and chest of drawers. The chandelier is from B&Q, and the collage picture was made by Zoe’s sister-in-law, Beccy Marshall.

2

The distressed paint effect on the chest of drawers is the result of covering its dark wood with cream paint and letting the brushwork show. 

3

Zoe has teamed Farrow & Ball’s ‘Dix Blue’ with ‘Yellow Ground’ for an exciting colour contrast. The pretty bedcover came from the online Home Needs Shop.

4

This striking cushion cover was made using a traditional technique called hooking; Zoe bought it from the Sandpiper, her brother’s craft gallery in Mousehole. 

5 

Zoe’s favourite silk party dress hangs on the back of the door, complemented by a beaded handbag that she bought locally.

6

Lowenna’s room is painted in ‘Maria Theresa Yellow’ from Craig & Rose’s 1829 range. The little chair and heart-shaped rug came from Ikea, and the pictures were bought from a local gallery.

7 & 8

The south-facing living room is painted in the same sunny yellow as the master bedroom – Farrow & Ball’s ‘Yellow Ground’. The marble fireplace is original; Simon made the blanket box and coffee table, which coordinate with the rug by Gudrun Sjödén. The sofas are a design called ‘Courtney’, from Alstons. 

9

Zoe’s mother was born in Sweden and this elegant portrait is of Zoe’s grandmother, Birgitta. Zoe’s daughter, Lowenna (in the colour photograph below the painting), looks remarkably like her.

10

The family ‘snug’, with its pale wood, woven blankets and colourful accessories, has a bright, Scandinavian feel. The large dish on the table was made by Zoe’s great-uncle, Bill Marshall, who trained with Bernard Leach at his renowned pottery in nearby St Ives. 

11

The Sixties wooden chair is a design classic, bought by Simon for £10 from a man who found it in a skip. The cushion is from Gudrun Sjödén. 

12

Impromptu displays of craft can be found all around the house. Here, a naïve boat by Victor Stuart-Graham sits with a driftwood sculpture by Lynn Muir and a twisted-copper heart made by Simon’s brother Matthew Wooster. The painting is by Horace Kennedy. 

13 – 17

Zoe and Simon relax in their sitting room. 

18

Simon is a professional carpenter, and he built the beautiful fittings, a combination of painted and natural oak, in the family bathroom. 

19

Bright towels add a dash of colour to the light-filled bathroom. Zoe bought the cabinet at auction – it was plain stripped pine until Simon painted it.
20

The dining room has original floorboards that were painstakingly sanded back during the renovation. Walls are painted in Craig & Rose’s ‘Hemp Beige’ from the 1829 range. The sideboard was made by Simon; on it stands a little wooden ‘Dala’ horse, a much-loved object that has been passed down through Zoe’s family. 

21 - 24

Simon made this stunning Scandinavian-style longcase clock to house a new stereo system. The dining chairs are Arts & Crafts, bought on eBay, and the chandelier came from Forever Interiors. The tablecloth is from Gudrun Sjödén and the teapot by potter David Garland, a leading studio potter who is a family friend. On the mantelpiece, one of the wooden birds was made by Zoe as a child, and the other by well-known woodworker Jeff Soan. 

25 

Simon hand-built the solid-wood kitchen, and painted the walls in Craig & Rose’s Alhambra Stone. Zoe added vividly coloured accessories, including crockery made by members of her family. The 18th century wooden bench, which acts as a division between the kitchen and dining area, was given to them by Zoe’s mother. The vibrant cushions on it came from Gudrun Sjödén.

26 (see treasured possession)

27

Jude leaves the house for a skateboarding session.

28

A built-in cupboard in the kitchen is home to Zoe’s collection of linens and china, some new but mostly vintage. 

[Stockist details]

The Home Needs Shop 020 8446 6086; homeneeds.co.uk
Farrow & Ball 01202 876141; farrow-ball.com
Craig & Rose 01383 740011; craigandrose.com
Alstons alstons.co.uk for stockists

Gudrun Sjödén +46 8 50 52 80 30; gudrunsjoden.com
Sandpiper Gallery 01736 732441; sandpipergallery.co.uk
B&Q 0845 609 6688; diy.com

Forever Interiors 01702 547700; foreverinteriors.co.uk

Ikea 0845 358 3363; ikea.co.uk

David Garland davidgarland.co.uk

Jeff Soan 020 8691 1332; wobblywood.demon.co.uk

