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news

FORMER AFGHAN MAYOR VOWS

TOCHALLENGETALIBAN . ...........c.oooiiuia.

by Decpa Kandarwamy

ST.JOHN'S SUFFRAGISTTO BEHONOURED . ... ...

by Elizabeth Whitten

LEBANON CRISIS DEEPENS FORWOMEN . .. ... ..

by Dario Sabaghi

HOUSING CRISIS THREATENS WOMEN'S SAFETY ...

by Samantha McCabe

Evelyn Lau’s eighth book of poetry, Pincapple
Express, is full of the kind of emotional truth

and cand)d moments that one wsually finds in

a memoir. In this interview; she discusses how
poems can push social boundaries and often speak
to things we dare pot confess.

by Lind:ay Wong

DISARMING CYBERMISOGYNY .............. 18
"ve seen how social media can be used to target
women as well as people who are Black, Indigencus,
people of colour and LGBTQ4+ folks, with hateful
messages. This article shines light on the solutions
we need to hold companies and perpetrators
accountable and to end technology-assisted violence
&y Suzie Dur

NANCYRUTH ... 22
Force of Nature

Retired Senator Nancy Ruth's passicas have
taken her from Rosedale to Bali, and, eventually
to the Canadian Senate. A new biography on
the outspoken feminist philanthropist reveals
the story behind the headlines,

by Michele Land:berg
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arts & ideas

SEREENTIE - . s Sian o e ss
Respect, directed by Lies] Tommy; reviewed by
Evelyn C. White; Mary Two-Axe Earley- 1 Am
Indian Again, directed and wntten by Courmey
Montour, reviewed by Deborah Ostrovsky; Lydia
Lunch: The War i .‘\arr Ower, directed by Beth B;
We Are Lady Parts, directed and written by Nida
Manzoor, reviewed by Nyala V. Ali

Princess Century, s w rre nd er; Cartel Madras,

The Serpent (& The Tiger
Reviews by Raste Long Decter

BB < oo e R R R R M
Noopiming: The Cure for White Ladtes by Leanne
Betasamosake Simpson; Radium Gerd by Sof
Paparnarko; Whereabouts by Jhurnpa Lahisi; Froe
Lettle Indians by Michelle Good; The Gerd from
Dream City by Linda Lesth; Watting for a Star to
Fallby Kerry Clare; The Centaur’s Wife by Amanda
Leduc; Reststance Righteows Rage tn the Age of
#MeTo0, edited by Sue Goyette; Washes, Prays by
Noar Naga; The Queer Exvangelist by Chen DiNovo;
Alexa! Changing the Face of Canadian Politics by
Stephen Kimber; Small, Broke, and Kind of Dirty:
Affermations for the Real World by Hana Shafi; Secomds
Out: Women and Fighting by Alson Dean

columns

LUISTENTOTHESCOLDS .....................
by Penmt Mitchell
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AYESHA MIAN
AKRAM

Ayesha Misn Akram is
a doctoral candidate

' in sociology at the
Umersm[ of Windsor. Ayesha's work
explores feminist activism, resistance
and community building. A researcher,
community organizer and bookdovar,
Ayesha is onginally from Edmonton
and is 3 former Herizons columnist.

BRINTHA

. KONESHACHANDRA
Brintha Koneshachandra
is a Tamil-French muti-
medium artist, poet and
illustrator based in Tiotia ke (Montreal).
She s a PhD candidate in history

and co-founder of the publishing

house Diverses Sylisbes Srintha’s an
explares topics of feminism, Tamil iden-
tity and poltical refugees’ experiences.
Bnntha has contributed to & bibom'!
Seurs, The Fumambuist and THIS
magazine. Her work has been exhibited
in Parss, Erenoble and London.

ELIZABETH

- WHITTEN
é Elizabath Whitten is

a St. John's-hased

freelance journalist and
The Independent (NL) swestigative
reporter. Her work has been pubished
by the CBC and Atiantic Business
Magazine, among others. She's
currently writing a book on Dr. Cluny
Macpherson, who invented the gas
mask in World War One.

GHISLAINE
ALLEYNE

Chislaine Alleyne is

2 communication and
technology specialist,
writer and aditor who works at the
University of Manitoba. She is a
sagsoned voluntaer on Herizons'
editorial advisory committee and

2 member of its board of directors.
Ghislaine is a lover of cats, musical
theatre and eating great food with
good friends. She is passionate

contributors

about the intersaction of race, class,
gender and popular culture.

DEEPA
KANDASWAMY
Deepa Kandaswamy s

3 afreelsnce writer and
author based in Indis.
Over her ls-mr career, she has had
more than 500 anticles publishad in six
continents. Deepa writes on gander,
the environment and geopolitics and
her work has appeared n Henzons, Ms.
and Women’s elVews. For this ssue,
sha inmterviewed former Afghan Mayor
Zarifa Ghafari, who & Iving in exila.

- KEMLIN
NEMBHARD

Kemin Nembhard is

the executve director
of the Women's Health
Cinic in Winnipeg. She is especially
interested in isswes conCEming racism
and socisl justice, and ther impact on
women. Kemlin 5 3 long-time Herizons
board member and participant on the
maganine’s ediorial advisory team.

LINDSAY WONG
Lindsay Wong is the
bestseling author of
The Woo-Woo: How |
Survived ice Hockey,
Drmug Raids, Demons, and My Crazy
Chinese Family She has written 3 YA
novel titled My Summer of Love and
Misfortune. Her short story collec-
ton, TellMe Peasant Things A bout
{mmortality, = forthcoming in 2022
Lindsay teaches creative writing at
the University of British Columbia.

MICHELE

LANDSBERG

Michede Landsherg

is 3 lefty activist and

an officer of the Order
of CanadaThe author of threa
best-seling books, Michele worked
35 3 feminist colsmnist at the Toronio
Starfor 25 years. Her most recent
boak, Writing the Revolution, is a

collection of her influential colmns,
and includas her reflections on the
movement sha coverad.

GO GUZzZI

Cio Burzi s team leader

of the birth control and

pragnancy counselling

= program at Winnipeg's

Women's Heakh Clinic. So enpys
cooking for frends, sci-fi, magical real-
ism, watching YA series and searching
for quear and inclusive content n
pop culture. Gio is @ kaen member of
Herizons” editorial commitee.

NYALA V. ALI

Nya V. Ali 5 a free-
lance editor and media
critic. She holds an MA
in cuttural studies from
the University of Winnipeg, where she
occasionally teaches sbout comic and
graphic nowel adaptations. Her work
has baen published in the Winmipeg
free Fress and Herizons, where Nyala
is a regular contributor.

* SUZIE DUNN

, Surie Dunnisan
assistant professor at

\|

Dalhousie Universty's

Schufich School of Lawe.
Her research centers on aquality,
technology and the law, with a spacific
focus on technology-facilitated
violence, deepfakes and impersonation
in digital spaces. Suzie sits on the com-
mittae for the Women's Legal Education
and Action Fund’s {LEAF} Technology-
Facilitated Violence Project

"% VALERIE REGEHR
Valene Regehr has
worked m the women's
heaith field for 30 years
and recently started a pr-
vate practice as a bodytalk practitioner.
She voluntzers as a raptor handier at

a wildife sanctuary and is passionate
about dogs, gardening, art and travel.
Valerie is a dedicated mamber of
Henzons' board of directors. @
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SIGNAL
FOR HELP
A hand signsl
popularized by
the Canadian
Women's
Foundation on TikTok has been cred-
ited with helping a kidnapped North
Carolina teenager escape her captor
in October.
A motarist in Kentucky alerted

authorities after 2 16-year-old girl in
the back seat of another car held up
her hand with her thumb folded over
her palm and then folded her four fn-
gers over top. The observant driver
recognzed the hand signal, and the
other driver was takan into custody.

The teen had been missing for two
days. A 61-year-old man was charged
with unlawfidl confinemant as well as
possession of child pornography.

The signal for help was creatad by
the Canadian Women's Foundation
n Agril 2020 to help those experien-
cing gender-based violence during
the pandamic. Information on the
foundation’s website provides details
on how bystanders should respond
n such cases.

Mora than 40 crganeations n
Canada and the U.S_have promoted
the signal 3s a ool to help those
experiencing wiolence, according to
the World Bank, which is among those
promoting the use of the hand signal.

—The Toranto Star and the Canadian
Womens Foundaton

BROADCASTING EQUITY
Gender equality in American news-
rooms & most common in television,
where women maka up half of
anchors and correspondents on
prime time weekday evening news.

Accarding to the Women's Media
Center report, Divided 2021: The
Media Gender Gap, national TV
outlets MSNBC, PBS, CBS and CNN
met or exceeded 50 percent repor-
tage by women.

Across all media platforms, how-
ever, male reporters had &6 percent
of news bylines and credits, while
famale raporters had 34 percent.

Researchers analyzed 62,002
naws items from January 1 through
March 31, 2020, involving 30 news
outlets across four platforms: print
newspapar, onfing news, broadcast
network and cable TV news, and

Afghanistan Mayor Vows
to Challenge Taliban

ty DEEPA KANDASWAMY

The crisis in Afghanistan has left
women's rights advocates in Afghanistan
bereft as women have been quickly
exterminated from public Efe, losing 20
years of progress virtually overnight.

Case in point: In January 2021, the
UN Entity for Gender Equality and
Empowerment of Women released a
report titled Women in Politics 2021
that included data collected froen 193
countries. According to the report
Afghanistan reparted 27 percent femnale
politicians in its lower and upper houses
of Parliament.

A mere cight moaths later, in August
2021, Afghan women paliticians were
forced to fiee or hide due to the return
of the Taliban to power. On October 7,
2021, the UN appainted 2 new special
rapporteur on Afghanistan to probe
violations carried out by the Taliban
amid growing concern over the erosion
of avil rights, especially women’s rights,
and reports of attacks and killings.

In an excdusive interview, Zarifz
Ghafari, the first fernale mayoe of the
ity of Maidan Shahr, in Afghanistan’s

after the return of the Taliban in Augrast.

Ghafan, who at 29 is the youngest
Afghan female politician, has survived
multiple 2snssination attempes by the
Taliban. In the fall, she addressed and
met with EU politicians and NGOs

to seck support for the Afghan canse.
Ghafan is one of the nominees for the
Sakharow Prize for Freedom of Thought
swarded by the European Union. She
has a master’s degree in economics from
Panjab University, Chandigarh, India.

Herizons: Tell us about yourself and

your family.

My name is Zarifa Ghafari. | have three
sisters and three brothers. My dad was
a colond of defense ministry till he was
murdered by the Taliban. My mom was
2 teacher till the fall of Kabul on the
15th of August 2021 I'm blessed by
having Bashir Mohammadi as 2 friend,
adviser and life partner.

2arfa Ghafan flad to Garmany from tha oty of
Maidan where cha was mayor, after Talben
foroes took control of Aéghanstan in fuget.

What made you enter palicics?

It was always 3 childhood passion and
later, the social injustice against women,
as well 2= realizing the need for women
politicians, made me struggle and be
part of active politics.

What was life like under the previows rule of
the Taliban—avas it worse?

1 don't remember abous that time, excepe
Kabul city was full of fear, silence and
dust. | studied about it in books after get-
ting to school and university. Therefore,
when [ saw them entering Kabul on
August 15th, it made me feel that they
had become crueller and more hoerible.

Why did the Afghan government agree to
peace talks knovsing that it would destabi-
fize the country?

The agreement was signed only
between Taliban and the U.S. govern-
ment, there was no agreement between
Taliban and Afghan government. That's
why we say that U.S. sold us out to our
enemies, which are Taliban, in particu-
lar, and Pakistan.

Are you saying the former Afghan gov-
ernmen: bad no say in the Doba talks
berescen ULS. and Taliban? What abowr
Afgban women who were part of the
megotiaring team?

They were part of the Afghan negotia-
tions team but had no role in the deal
between Taliban and the U.S. The deal




was faciitated by [former US. spe-

cial Afghan representative Zalmay]
Khalilzad and Taliban in Doha, Qatar.

Wiy st roe by Afgban people
when the US. decided 10 talk to the Taliban?
Because we thought they won't sell us
out and we thought to use this oppor-
tunity for lsting peace, but after some
tirne the 1.S. made 2 deal with Taliban.
They sold us out and for this deal we
h:dsommypmtuu A@nnpeoplc
did protest agninst this

What made you flee Afghanistan? Do you
have family left in Afghanistan?
Flecing my country wasn't my choice bat

family responsi
bilities that | have after the murder of my
dad. And when 1 realised that staying in
Kabul won't change anything and [ won't
be able to speak out on behalf of unspo-
ken people of Afghanistan, I just left with
my husband, mom, brothers and sisters.
And yeah, 1 have close refatives, friends
and collezgues in Afghanistan who are
not in 2 good situation. I'm neally feeling
bad 25 I'm not able to do anything specific
to change their hves.

Are Afghan women politicians who got
out and Afghan women who werz in
enzal pesitions still in touch with
cach other?
Yes, many Afghan women from different
parts with expertise in government are
in touch and trying to help women who
are still inside the country.

What do you think woemen activiss-
politicians like you can do now=?

We can be the wice of our people. We
can follow the steps of great change
mukers and Jeaders like Nelson Mandela,
Gandhi and all those great fighters who
fought foe liberty, development and
human rights in their societies. We have
never been part of conflicts, so we can
now be the agents of peace and we can
make changes for sure.

Do you see yourself renurning to Afghanistan?
If o, under wehat circumstances ard do you

think the world will see Afghan women
ticiires in the near fussere?
Whenever [ feel the Pakistani inva-
sian has ended in my country. Paldstan
Taliban and Hagqani® groups and when
I get done with misng public awareness
ahout the dirty games of Paldstan around
the globe, I'll return back home and I'm
sure Afghanistan will be safer not anly
for me but for all women.

What do you want the women of the world
t2 do Gpart from signing peritions that will
ersurz that womens righss are respected in
Afghanistan mow?

igning the petition is 2 start, but we
need, global-wise, women's solidarity
women's joint voices and partnership
with Afghan women. We need women
in all fields, especially women politi-
dans, to take concrete actions toward
sanctioning Paldstan and via that, pres-
surizing Taliban to protect human rights,
in particalar women’s rights.

Have you ever considered forming an orga-
mization consisting of only Afphan women
that can take om the Taliban?

‘m planning for long-term to have

an organization focused on human
rights, in particular women's rights in
Afghanistan. And the current pm)xt
that I have is a proposal for

educational courses and protessional

training to Afghan women in rural areas
for which I'm looking for donors.

Do you think the women protesting in
Afghanistan now can keep up the protest
campaigns with the belp of the resistance
front and women politicians like you who

are
Definitely they can and they will
because we are raising voices abroad and

With the winser coming soon, do you think
Afghan women can keep protesting apainst
the Taliban?

We know it's hard but fighting for righes
is always more important than anything
else. I know it'll be hard but | am sure

* The Hagasn natwork 13 an Afighan gusrmila iInsegent groun with Bes to Paltstants miltary, and &
sesponsbia for some of Afghanstans dasdiest #2acks during tha War In Aighanassn from 2001t
2020 Folowng the fall of Aighaniztan n Augue, tha Haggan! network wass put In charge of

domesic saournty by tha Talban

wire services in the Unitad States.
broadcasts were the most equitable
for female reporters, while print
newspapers and wires were the least
equitabla, sccording to the researcher
Julie Burton, president and CEOD of the
Women's Media Canter.

“Womean are more than half of the
population, yet it's men who are tel-
ing most of the stories,” said Burton.

Mazle reporters continee to dom-
inate coverage of sports, weather,
legal, opinions and edtorials, busi-
ness and economy, science and the
environment, and elections.

However, news reportage ahout
COVID-19, racial justice issues and
othar social justice topics were the
most gender balanced, with gaps
ranging hetween zero and three
percentage points. The Women's
Media Center was co-founded by
Jane Fonda, Robin Morgan and
Gloria Steinem.

“Woman must be visible and
poweriul in sl aspects of medis
American society is ever to be a real
democracy,” said Steinem.

- MEXICO
PAVES

WAY FOR
ABORTION
LEGALIZATION
On September 7,
Mexico’s Supreme Court unani-
mously deemed penalties against
shortion unconstitutional, effectivaly
paving the read for widened access
throughout the country. The ruling
immediately liberalized access to
sbortion up tn pregnancies of 12
wesks in the state of Coahuils, which
borders Texas.

“It = a watershed in the history of
the rights of all women, especially
the most vulnerable,” said Suprame
Court Chief Justice Arturo Zaldivar.

Abortion remains illegal in much
of Mexico, except in cases of rape
and, in some areas, if 3 woman's fife
was threatened. Four Mexican states
have now legslized abortion (Mexico
Caty, Oaxaca, Verscrur and Hidalgo;
penalties restrict access to sbortion
in the other 23 states.

“lt's an enormous step toward
legalization in tha entire country,” said
Rebeca Ramos, the executive director
of GIRE, a reproductiva rights group.
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