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The Scene The Newtown area of 
inner-city Johannesburg now ri-
vals Cape Town for trendy urban 
nightspots. At Go Go Bar, arty 
young Joburgers sip White Russians 
and play Pac-Man before getting down to 
hip-hop, Afrobeat, and electro in 1980s sur-
rounds (47 Henry Nxumalo St.). Down the 
street, Bassline hosts some of the biggest 
names in reggae, jazz, and kwaito (10 Hen-
ry Nxumalo St.). Meanwhile over on Carr 

Street, the country’s top DJs lay 
down house and dub to a culturally 
mixed crowd at The Woods (66 

Carr St.), and slam poets and soul 
singers take to the mic next door at 

Shivava Café. When to Go Thursdays and 
weekends from 9 P.M. until late. The Local’s 
Take “Newtown is perfect barfly territory. 
If one place isn’t playing the music I like, I 
just move to another,” says Sfiso Ntsane, 
25, graphic designer.

The future’s 
so bright:

Boogying at 
Bassline, in 
Newtown. 

Jo’burg 
Grooves On

Matthew Williamson, 

What I Won’t Travel Without . . .

In Search of Laid-Off 
Enlightenment


