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Sarah Lee 
journeys along 

the Douro River 
to discover 

the heart of 
Portugal’s port 

wine region.

DOURO STYLE
We joined the Douro 
Queen in the former 
Roman city of Vila 
Nova de Gaia, just 
across the river from 
Porto.

Our welcome aboard 
was quickly followed 
by a 6-course dinner, 
including roasted veal 
tenderloin served with 
Porto wine sauce.

From the superb, 
open-seating dining 
room, we also enjoyed 
views of Porto’s historic 
Ribeira waterfront on 
the opposite bank of 
the broad Douro. 
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Douro landscape, Portugal/Spain border 

Porto

Port wine barrels 
on ships along 

the Douro, Porto

A Douro Delight

RIVER CRUISING 

!

Photos: Sarah Lee View of Pinhao from Quinta do Seixo
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RIVER CRUISING

FACT FILE Douro Queen 

Built 2005     
Beam  37ft
Passengers 126

More info: Connections Elegant River Cruises offers the 10-day Lisbon 
and Beautiful Douro River Cruise, including 7 nights on the stylish Uniworld- 
managed vessel and 2 nights in a Lisbon hotel. Scheduled flights are with 
Air Portugal and all transfers are included. A VIP Home Departure Service 
is included on every departure date, picking up from home to airport and 
return. Prices start from £1,795 per person, departing on October 30.

Connections Elegant River Cruises also offers a 2-night extension in 
Porto from £170 per person, based on two nights bed and breakfast at 
the 4-star Mercure Porto Hotel (or similar). Private transfers included.

Uniworld is one of America’s most 
respected European River Cruise 
operators, with a fleet of five-star 
ships offering river journeys through 
Europe and Russia. They are sold 
exclusively in the UK through 
Connections Elegant River Cruises. 
Call 0800 988 5867 or visit www.
elegantrivercruises.co.uk. For 
Uniworld, visit www.uniworld.com.

Crew 34                                          
Staterooms 65
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DOURO STYLE
It has to be said, I was 
by far the youngest 
passenger on board.

The majority of my 
fellow passengers were 
aged 55-plus but were 
a friendly, fun-loving 
group. 

Perhaps that’s the 
nature of river cruises.

The manageable 
size of the ship means 
you get to know 
people quickly and 
easily, while open-
seating in the dining 
room led to many a 
sociable meal.

Any single cruiser 
would certainly soon 
feel at ease here. 

Passenger decks 4
Length 254ft                                                  
Draft 6.5ft        
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DOURO STYLE
The Carrapatelo Dam 
wasn’t the only narrow 
squeeze for the Douro 
Queen.

At 254ft long and 
carrying 126 passengers 
for Uniworld, she is the 
largest cruiser on the 
river. She is also the only 
one with a pool on her 
sundeck, which also 
includes two whirlpools

The grand lobby 
is finished in polished 
wood and marble 
and the Panoramic 
Lounge features a rare 
traditional brass-look 
nautical style.




