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: remembe~s arlicon of the
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: '70~, L~e ~ajqrs' ~ionlic ~an+
r i' i i i I i i j
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I ,mid-'1970s that played I I was underrated because hd didn't ev~r

.. 1 -- j J!ost :tQ.t}:l~~t~~g~ sight..I-.,JcJOk 1~~.1:1~~,<l~:a_cting~t.¥lLlJJ:Lth~L..-i I of kids running slower i I was"'IExcellent with memory. Amazing.
i than they would n9rmally w~llz. i, He'd some in inlthe morning, then h,e'si

r .Anyo* whowa~aroundaf the timeI ,look at the worcjsand that!would be ~t."
"

I

.wIll mstjlntly geufereferen<;eto the +'.;' ,-Dn,7 March Ip73, Stevl1Austm m,ade_-
, dichotomy of slowlmotion te! I I his television screen debut. The title:
I " i i ' ,."
I commUlllcate speed as fast a~ sound. had changed, an? theones rary as to!
! ThIs was the techmque used~y the i why: "Cyborg" was not that well. I
iproducer~ofThe Sf' Million 'pollar .r knowl( aword at the time~although,
i Man to clemonstra~e the superhero-hke: Cardll).hImself fdt that th(Ostudio I

!abilities bf SteveA)1stin,an 4r force: simply thought the new title more i.
! pilot who suffers terrible injuries in a I dramatic. Howeyer, the essential!

I planecrdsh'butwhpse limbs'~rei 'premike = filterep through the vision!of
i subjected to pioneering "bionic" surgery co-scriptwriters Hemi Simoun and an
iwherebyjmetal anc\ circuitry ~eplaces i uncredited Stev~n Bochco Lremained
i manglediflesh. So cutting-edge is this i ,the sajne. The show ratcheted up the
tSUigical-f'echn6logy -th'-arifca-esaCa-j- "'pefenr'iiilllyp6piiliif'secfef'agenf f6fn'iat' .
Ihuge price. Naturally, haVing~ent the! . by virtue of weapons intririsically mbre
!titu,la~s~m (whi~hiequa,test~ $~9~ in: . int~i~ing ;han ~s ~ndg~d~ets" :

i + l-it~~£i~J~~l~'~Pr£irN1ty~it¥~~r~~i-I-+~~aa[ts~~~taflltlz~~~~~iit~~:-;:,to just let him go back to being a sky I n--L._u--_u nmmnnn.Lmnm i
Ejockey. Austin becomes an operative fot

~ the_Offic'eofScientificIntelllgence,.se~t.
~ on missibns where~er tyranny and I
,;Jinjustice!raise theii heads. Tile result I
uwas TV gold and oire of the k~ynote I
~ shows oEthe-'70s. SFor.other1wise--,nJ,
rn , , ":
E When ,US network ABC decided to !.., , ' I '
~make a t~o-hour t~lemovie qased on r
8. Martin Caidin's novel Cyborg, they I

.'..~'.chose-Le~.Majors=hhenchieflyknown+-..

~ for television shoW The Big Valley - to i
.9 play Austin. Some people hate unkind}~

& remarked that Majors got th9job 'u !
~because~e had a 1~c6nic maIJ11er that
~ was almost robotic! in itself. I'Iowever,
~for Majors' co-star Richard Nrderson -
.§ who wOlhd play Atistin's bosk Oscar
I -tn t .,
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communic~ted AuStlL rUTIll1nl
prowess. Says Anders6n of Bennett, "He

- .,as editing.jonedaya~d he was ~ooking-. I
at some dailies and L~e was in the I
d1ilies and Juddenlyit-went int6 slow i
n{otion andlhe said, 'Well, why iIot?' ,

~~'Fheysaid-'1et'sget'a'~oundman-here"- -~L ., ' I I i I
I and see what they can 'do'." i

" Rdferring to'~he wrenching
I

'

I sotmd effect that would

t~act-ompaiiyAiisfiii's-slo~mor
, displays of stf~ngth, &i-

,
derson I

I saxs, "They went da-da-da-da,
[

'
" I I
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~fto n'
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"

r on9 of the c2~J:ries in the

t~~~~~~~~~~!d~,d~~d;~:~~~~I

1"" ,J botf had a big laugh." i !

NIEW SLO~ -f.. i [

A.hderson recalls the showreallytaking~l
off after it W

,

'as relocatiod from th
,

e Friday!
night slot it had had f6rits initial 1
13-episode run. "CBS put up a half-hour

I

'

I . I ! !
'showagamst uS;<lcomedy:'Theysaw .

wpat would happen with the first rating 1

1

~

oi two and Jwitched-dsto eight ~J'clock,
'S d "h dh ' ,o£~
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"slg~
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Wjere ome. un ay mg t IS t e' Ig T

mght." Six frlillion D6I1ar Man comics, 1

niagazines, toys and aEtion figures I

-~11~~irr~i~~~H~:£~~~~~~~asured- f

nbt so muc~ by merc*<J11dise bUf by the

I

fa:ct that the arcane word "bionic"
I i

i I I
I1 1. th i' b d

i

d '
.. propeup mto. e.J11L eyon " angeLorr-~-'-

chase down speeding vehiclds, and a left
eye wit~ the ability to act lil~ea

Itelescope or take crucial photographs.

~'Despitethe super~ero propefties,-the-+.
film retlined some of the grittiness of I
Caidin'sloriginal vision, witH Austin I

attempting SUicid

~

!in hospititl when he
-realises the extent of his injJries and -I
being traumatised, post-bionic

Ioperatioh, when aroman bl~nches
when she sees his mterior citcuitry. I .ow
--With'P

,

'6sitive-re~ieWSandlr

,

ratings~-T~--'

another [IV film Was commissioned. 1

With Wine, Wom~n And Wdr (broadcast

_.2.nJ-.QlQ~
,
t8

,

~.~r
,
~.T1)i.Q.~c;~.r.~1~h:1.'(~l

"
-I..L

displaced AustiQ.'s:bo,ss~nIth~ fJ,Istfilll1' I
Oliver Spencer. Recalls Anderson, I
"Darren' McGavin lplayed hi~ and they, ' I

felt he \>\fastoohe,YY."ThoughDr RudY--
Wells, the man wHo put togdther and

I

maintaiiI

,

ed AustirJ.

,

's multi -dlgit body,
would bb played by three different
actors (Ni

.

artinBals am, Alan+

!
". ,.".

Oppenh~imer andIMartin E Brooks)! I

Iduring the progranj1me's run, Anderso ,

would remain head of the OSl 1
.-throughbut;not'orJ.ly-in-this+ ~.t--~-

program'me but in!its spin-off.
Oncek gain, the Imovie did1ve ryI ' Iwell. Ariderson: "Then we went

on to d6+nnifd anl1wnefflh1-thifd
one justlabout got ~tarted, den
Larson came dowrl one day dnd
said, 'Whe going to have a sbries
on"FrlcElynlght'at-hlght~(TCI6cF"ii-, I
It would, not be Larson, thou~h,
who would helm the weekl~ series,

:~~;;~;~~~~:~~~~~1';:~;~h~-~r
third filfu (the 90-fuinute Th~Solid I

Gold Kianapping) hit the scieens. I
~ Larsonhad taken 6veras prolducedrom.-

Richard lrving, wHo had supbrvised thd
first mo~ie, but he!would in turn be
replaced by Harve iBermett. Explains I ~II'"

Andersoh; !fGlen-*astrying-!ro make ""

I

'-"~

him a Jabes Bond land it di I't work
and theY brought ih Harve.!f ot only

~idd
B
f
~~~tt dilsP:~~~~i~f~"",dods --..--

an antastlca scenanos 0 tIle secon

and third movies, ~e introdubed what I
would b~ the icon~c motif of!the series;

-~~~~r~~ci~~~6-t~:¥S~~ii:n,r;BtfITb~a¥D~~'i

accident," Anders6n points 4ut.

I

I
HithertQ, blurred, kpeeded-uJ;1 film had L ,.'".
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commerclally_=_c,\me mMarch---! _cal:\celled,-IL\~as_Ander~on_who_"'ras-
1975 with a two-parter called' beliind the cqncept's ev~ntual I
"The Bi~nic Wom~n" in which resurrection, ~cting as producer on
Lindsay Wagner played Jaime telemovies The Return lot The SiX
Somme~s,-a high sthool-i -Mii1ion-[)o1l4r-ManAn~-TheBionic
sweetheart of Aust!in's who is Wdman 11981)' Bionic Showdown
horribly ~njured in '

I

a parachute (1989) and Biipnic Ever ~fter! 1199~
,

).

jump. A pistraught Austin I ! The first of these films featured a ,bionic
demands'thatWellsdofor her' -[. sorhnthe sh~peof-MiclJ.ael-Austini-but -
what he ~ad done f9r him. I .thd intended ~pin-off sehes never I

11 Though Wells is indeed able tb . happened. "It didn't wo~k in terllls of
ij'create a fJmale coubterpart to' this particular person they hired,'~ says
'KustiiJ.~ tJ5iiJ.gSgO--a'o/i')i'whent- . AiiClerson-ofaCtOrT6nfjScniiiiley."+
.

"

.

l

lsommers' body rejetts he

,

r biOp
,

ic ["Seemed al
,

rik
"

ht

,

but i

,

t ~asn't enough to

,parts. Heri death on ~n operatirlg ,i say, 'Wow, let's go WithkhiS kid'.".

t~~~~o~![tr!1~1~~~1~1r1t~~~;~ot.-I,-.l'RIli~R~?!1~1*t:tiid¥Arrd~;~~ta~a;e~e
, ,iThat came on the air an~'j~st ' ' I ' : and Jaime fin~lly got married after so

destr9yed the n~tworks," recalls! i mapy years of being pl<1jtonicfriends.
Andelson. "It w,asxeallyalveryJlllej - i_-! I 1

two-Prrter and ~ery exciting." I R' ,.I . I
Eventually,ofcourse,ambns was i ,en~erl n9 I
devisJd for Somtners to cdme back and S

i

t i ' 60' i h
she.w~s givenhhownshow.- - ,. - i j. 'e\l~-S- - .mp..

DIMI+ISHING~ETURN~; .. I i r~nni"g abili~
Across fIve seasons, The S'!xMillIOn I [.' I I I '

I , I i, I -
---Dollar-Manrackedupaneven-lOQ,;--",-II1,-S OJ,mO-Was-

epis04es: in adattion to the
,

:' three I
'

'

a
'

nl acic.lde!nttelemovles. However, dimllllshing I
retur~sbegantd kickin w!ellbeforefts .! i I ,
final- 'pisode w~s bro-adca~roh'6-Mafcn'-" "UhdsaywaB.tedfo-dothat; "'reV~ls

19~8. The series becam'e increasittgly . Anderson. "I ~aid, 'Well, look, alright.'

; thand and ~redictable~too mant . It'siawonder~lending.(' !

'1~~~:i~~Il~~}ifJ~:~?;;g>ll1T!lOi~ii!HJra~~i~h\YIf~E~~~~l1ion
exchangFs, whIle tragIc-vIlhqn . DoP.ar Man, 1[hough a mooted film IS

I Bigfoot 1;Jeganturriing up wi~h . taking an eternity to relch the screens.
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~ gallingiby the pr9gramme'sl . forgotten. An,llerson sa)\s, "It's aln:lOst~ ' rlSlble .explanatlon for the i i bIgger than ",hat It wasl then... It's part
, eons-6ld SasquatchmysteiY:--)of~he Ameridanlandsc!J.pe..Thereimight

, the hliry one islabionic bbast ! ha~e been ot~er shows kimilar- i
manufa'ctured by ialiens. ! . We'stems lil(~ Gunsmoke - but this was

, , However, Anderson seems! . different because It really was SCIence

~bewilder~d bythei~eathat\ -fiction;-withclutallof the extenuating
I"jumping(the shark',' played a part. circumstances." Almost as though the
in the cancellation: j'Dead wrdng. . warm reception of the public to the
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.:;,lifT relaxes. Tney-need fiv€years tot - -,-thttexistence1'of the-bionic man, -, - --
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not gqmg to push too har~. Our ratlljlgs . adqs, "Thmgs were gOll~g on I' ,. "", , iI"'.,'

wereJine but tl1~ liIIlovedillstolV10Il.daY_L~!.tf~t_ti~e l
t?

ho in ter~sof .."";1r~ 'f!.I
and, uOY,did th4t aye an pffect." i ' intFmationa It ings. Y~u 'r~!IC~

! Th<pughrelIeved to put ~5-hourd,ys . fel~very gooqthat Aus~m ' r i
1 behina him when the programme WilS . was around."'SFX I ' \1!i"1

illlll J i i "

i

I

I

I! !
lentered the languageas a bywprd for
'almost anymechanJ.tatrepair~o
damaged bodies. I I
! For Anderson, the programme's
, , I '

.lsllcce~~IJftlys~e..fl1~e~f!~!l1~ ",....Ichord it struck witH a traumatised, I I

country: "This sho'f came on( j
Iwhen the Vietnam jVar had!

. _~encl.e~1,.p.Yerything~<!1LdiIJk_.l--

iBlack hat. They were dark I

Iheroes. We really brpught bad
Ithe white,hat." Notlthat the I J
+programmepresentedahero L__~

whose sense of dut~.made hiJ.
6a mindless puppet for his
~Igovernment. Central to the,
~Idramatic dynamic6ftheseries'"
f was Austin's ambivalence'

~ (about his role. Anderson: "He!
,~ Ikept saying, 'I don't:want to do

~ +this any n3.ore. I'vetofto go filldout
El who I am again'. And I would have to
~ very, very definitely! and also i
:ri ldiplomatically tell him that the
~lc6untry is In need ofyoillhelp7i-
~! The high-water marldor th~

~Iprogramllfe- artistipally and i, 1 1 1

/',
l
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