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ALISON KERVIN biography
www.alisonkervin.com
Alison Kervin is an award-winning journalist, biographer and novelist. She was short-listed for the 2004 and 2005 Interviewer of the Year award for her work on The Times and The Sunday Times. She was also Woman of Achievement in Cosmopolitan magazine and won Feature Writer of the Year, Interviewer of the Year and Magazine Editor of the Year in the IPC magazine awards. In the past, she has written short stories, columns and interviews for publications as diverse as The Spectator, New Statesman, Company, Woman’s Own, Vogue, New York Times, Sydney Morning Herald, That’s Life, You magazine, The Mail on Sunday, The Daily Telegraph, Country Life and Tatler.
Alison’s next novel is Celebrity Bride; out in June 2009. The book is about a beautiful girl called Kelly Monsoon who meets and falls in love with a Hollywood superstar when he comes to star in a play running at Richmond Theatre, where she works as a lowly administrator. It’s just your average chic lit…except for the murder, deception and mistrust.
Her last novel A Wag Abroad, came out in August 2008, following the huge success of Wag’s Diary which hit the shelves in October 2007. The two novels are about a footballer’s hapless but endearing wife called Tracie Martin and her extraordinary adventures with raccoon hair extensions and quilted Chanel bags. The second book in the series follows Tracie as she moves to Los Angeles and tries to befriend Posh Spice and introduce the locals to her unique brand of Wag styling.
Alison also has a rugby book on the shelves - Thirty Bullies - a colourful history of the rugby World Cup which looks at all the previously untold stories of life behind the scenes with the players at the tournaments (hardback pub Sept 07). The paperback came out in January 2009 to a massive serialisation and stunning reviews.
Alison was formerly the Rugby Editor then the Chief Sports Feature Writer of The Times newspaper where she wrote a weekly interview - The Kervin Interview - for three years, featuring stars ranging from Nick Faldo and Michael Owen to Prince Edward and Sean Connery. She moved on to become the Chief Sports Interviewer of The Daily Telegraph, interviewing Lewis Hamilton, Eric Cantona and Ian Botham, among others. 
Alison has written nine highly acclaimed books - Denise Lewis: Personal Best, Jason Leonard: The Autobiography, Sports Writing, the Unofficial Guide to the Rugby World Cup, Clive Woodward: the biography and Thirty Bullies as well as the three novels. She has also ghost-written a number of columns for The Times , including that of Jonny Wilkinson as he rose to glory in the 2003 World Cup, Kyran Bracken, Will Greenwood, Graeme LeSaux Jack Rowell and Tim Rodber. 
Before working on newspapers, Alison was editor of Rugby World - the biggest-selling rugby magazine in the world. She has also worked as publisher of Rugby World, Golf Monthly and Women & Golf .

Alison worked for the Rugby Football Union as the public relations manager of the England team, was the first woman presenter on Rugby Special and the first woman to referee at Twickenham. She also holds coaching qualifications in 10 sports, and sits on numerous judging panels including the BAFTAS, BBC Sports Personality of the Year, Laureus International Sports Awards and the Magazine Journalist and Sports Journalist of the Year Awards. 
WEBSITE: www.alisonkervin.co.uk
DAILY TELEGRAPH ARTICLES:  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/columnists/alisonkervin/
INFORMATION ABOUT ALISON’S RUGBY WRITING: www.rugbyunplugged.com
FICTION: www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/k/alison-kervin
Praise for Alison’s books:
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LOOK Magazine
“Hilarious page-turners”

Cosmopolitan
“Set to become the unofficial rulebooks for every WAG watcher.”

Daily Mirror

The new Bridget Jones

Heat magazine

THE Wag book. Very funny. Top marks.

Trashionista

“One of the most eagerly anticipated books of this year (the first time we wrote about it there was a commenting frenzy - a frenzy!) Fabulously funny. A very cool book.”
Closer
“This laugh out loud book is a delicious peek into the “stereotypical” WAG lifestyle. A hilarious tale.”

Ciao

I really would thoroughly recommend this book whether you are sick of WAG culture or are completely fascinated by it. Most importantly, if you want a book that makes you laugh out loud, this is definitely a good option. The content guide on the back of the book indicates its comprised of a quarter romance, a quarter drama and a half comedy. It really couldn't be a more accurate indicator of what "The WAG's Diary" contains. DEFINITELY a page turner!!!
Lisa Sewards, Daily Mail: A real page-turner - I laughed out loud…..Instead of relying paparazzi shots to feed our obsession, Alison Kervin's compelling novel means we can all now be voyeurs into the ritzy and ridiculous world of The WAG. Brilliant. 
Luton Today “You can’t help warming to Tracie in this lovely funny book. It’s well worth a read. Really – very good.”

Miss M Does Literature

Alison Kervin has created a gem: both touching and funny. In Tracie Martin she has created an unwitting heroine whom despite all your best intentions you cannot but fall in love with. When we first meet wag Tracie Martin she seems dumb and blonde and not exactly a likeable character but she becomes endearing in her own unique way rather rapidly and the cast of characters that help her on her quest for wag perfection are just on the right side of caricature. They are unbelievable yet at the same time intensely believable. AS you read you find yourself falling in love with Tracie and eagerly immersing yourself in her world. 
this book is well written with great characters and the seldom found ability to make you laugh out loud (much to the curious looks of those surrounding you on the bus!). I eagerly await a follow-up instalment to see where Tracie is now at!
Lucy Felthouse Reviews
This is such a funny book. Some of the anecdotes are so unbelievably daft that they simply raised a smile, but others were so funny I was laughing out loud and had to stop reading until I calmed down! I don't want to give anything away, but the parts of the novel involving Tracie's grandmother-in-law are hilarious. Believe it or not, there are some deeper themes hidden in there, but this book is primarily chick-lit, and the funniest book I've read in a long time.
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 Thirty Bullies


Serialised in The Daily Telegraph, across four broadsheet pages.
The Daily Telegraph

“A timely and comprehensive work by an author who knows more of the arcane workings of rugby union than many commentators twice her age (and, indeed, twice her weight). She has been the rugby correspondent of a respectable broadsheet newspaper and editor of the world's best-selling rugby magazine, but has also operated inside the tent as the England players' PR manager at the 1991 World Cup, during which she also refereed at Twickenham.

In short, then, Kervin is amply qualified to have written the book off the top of her head. But it seems that she has also put in the hard yards. Producing a book which features an amazing panoply of characters, not all of them easy to track down, those resident in the more obscure atolls of Western Samoa being a case in point.

But they are all present in the book, every great player, every powerful pen-pusher and a richly varied supporting cast of promoters, politicians, committeemen, bandwagon-jumpers and ghostly waitresses.

So much for the serious stuff. Any book about rugby is honour bound to include, as well as stats and analysis, a quota of hilarious anecdotes. Kervin, something of a connoisseur of rugby humour, certainly fulfils her responsibilities in this department, and predictably it is the England squad of the late 1980s who provide most of the entertainment.… A splendid book.”
Simon Barnes, The Times

“An outstanding book. Witty, clever and well-researched. A joy to read.”
Observer Sports Monthly

Rugby is a good occasion for keeping 30 bullies far from the centre of the city,' said Oscar Wilde. Alison Kervin has a slightly higher opinion of the game as she tells the story of the union game's five World Cups to date. What elevates this above the current crop of books charting the same territory is that she has spoken to most of the key players involved in each tournament since its inception in 1987. Some of the stories told are hair-raising, particularly those about England's preparations for that inaugural competition, for which the term amateurish would be flattering.

The Independent
Voted in their list of best sports books of the year, and described as "Fine history of the Rugby World Cup. Amusing and well-researched.”

Rugby World magazine
Five stars. “A thorough, entertaining book. A delight from start to finish.”
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Clive Woodward: The Biography – 
“The book is full of fascinating stuff. Fascinating. Kervin has tracked down just about everyone of significance in his life and produced a portrait in mirrors, the coach’s perplexing personality reflected by those who know him best.  She has also produced an insightful account of a sport in turmoil.” 

The Daily Telegraph book of the week
“Alison Kervin has gone in search of the man behind the power point presentation..This is a memorable book full of most readable passages. A fascinating account well told.”

 The Sunday Times, Book of the week

“A meticulously researched biography, animated by excellent anecdotes and beautifully written.” Observer Sports Monthly Book of the month

“Alison Kervin’s diligently researched book is a delight. It is a terrific read throughout.” Ian Wooldridge, The Daily Mail Books of the Year

“This is the definitive account. Beautifully written” 

The Guardian Literary editor picks his books of the year.

“A stunning book, comprehensive and stunningly well written and researched.”

Book of the month, Rugby World magazine. Five stars
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Jason Leonard: Full Time – 

'There are plenty of funnies, oodles of escapades as well as Leonard's own obsession with fitness. Kervin has done staggeringly well to draw him out in this way’  Independent
'The excellent tome he has produced with Alison Kervin does give us a much-needed reminder about the nature of sport.' Sunday Telegraph
'There are some lovely anecdotes in what is a very lovely book …' Rugby World
‘There is not a rugby supporter in the land who does not love ‘our Jase’ – the embodiment of the game, the prop who has never lost the common touch. This book more than does him justice. It’s a joy. A great big bloody joy, like the man himself.’ Daily Telegraph
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Denise Lewis: Personal Best – 

“Denise Lewis and Alison Kervin take us behind the scenes – into a new world. You get to see what it’s really like to be an international athlete. A good book - well written. Well worth every penny.”

 The Telegraph. 

“A lovely page-turned of a book written with that fast-speed, read-me, read-me quality that matches Lewis’ fast-speed watch-me, watch-me quality,”

 The Observer.
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Sports Writing; A Writers’ Guide – 

“Alison Kervin describes so vividly what life as a sports journalist is like and offers such clear, concise and sensible advice that I find myself longing to become one. Her gripping tales of fellow hacks and her lovely use of descriptive language make this a good read whether you are interested in sport or not.”

 Writing magazine. 

“Some of my colleagues in the sports department tell me they have learnt much from this book. All of them tell me that they wish they’d had it when they were trying to break into the industry. I recommend it most highly.”

 The Guardian. 
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Unofficial Guide to the Rugby World Cup -. 

“Children will love this little treasure,” 

The Mail on Sunday. 

“What fun!”

 The Sunday Times. 

“A book for children which doesn’t patronise them - fun, interactive and well-researched. This lovely, colourful book will be a magnificent seller in the World Cup.” 

The Observer.

Journalism:

Links to articles by Alison Kervin:

An article about life in the front row. From The Times: http://www.alisonkervin.co.uk/index.php?news_id=35&start=0&category_id=2&parent_id=2&pageaction2=searchnews&searchby=bykey&searchkey=front+row&datesearch=
Interview with Paul Gascoigne for the Sunday Times: 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/sport/football/article492547.ece
Interview with Kelly Holmes for the Sunday Times: 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/sport/article500974.ece
Interview with Rafael Nadal for the Sunday Times: http://www.alisonkervin.co.uk/index.php?news_id=23&start=0&category_id=2&parent_id=2&pageaction2=searchnews&searchby=bykey&searchkey=nadal&datesearch=
Interview with Eric Cantona for The Daily Telegraph: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/football/leagues/premierleague/manutd/2303211/Eric-Cantona-Still-the-king-of-England.html
Padraig Harrington for The Daily Telegraph: 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/3174466/Padraig-Harrington-talk-of-town-after-winning-mind-games-Golf.html
Interview with Ian Botham for The Daily Telegraph:
http://www.alisonkervin.co.uk/index.php?news_id=78&start=0&category_id=2&parent_id=2&pageaction2=searchnews&searchby=bykey&searchkey=ian+botham&datesearch=
Interview with Murray Walker for The Daily Telegraph:
http://www.alisonkervin.co.uk/index.php?news_id=17&start=0&category_id=2&parent_id=2&pageaction2=searchnews&searchby=bykey&searchkey=murray+walker&datesearch=
Interview with Brian Clough for The Times:
http://www.alisonkervin.co.uk/index.php?news_id=20&start=0&category_id=2&parent_id=2&pageaction2=searchnews&searchby=bykey&searchkey=brian+clough&datesearch=
Article about Jose Mourinho for The Daily Telegraph:

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/features/3634139/Jose-Mourinho-how-well-miss-you.html
